Cummins MAGAZINE: 


OR, A 3 


E. Vx E W 


or THE : 


Whole Evidence that ks been bn 


offered for, or againſt Elizabeth Canning, 
and — Squires. 5 


INCLUDING 


Lome- MEMORABLE OccurRENCER, 


Never before Kogan to the r 


Give every Man ane Bars. but PE thy Voice; 3 


Take each Man D — but reſerve thy Fudgment. 


O—— Hane 


——— 


1 . 
X ” * 
* F 
: 4 F 
” 


LONDON: 


Printed for C. CorBETT, at Addiſon Hed in 


Fleet- Street. Meni 


a7 


/ | L 7 
4 , 7.75. 


7 


e 


5 [7 0: 0 


8 8 Dogs 
, 8 A 32 3 
2 4 * . 3 . 3 
S TON 8 9 r — 
e * 335) 2 
Y © ax ä Gs EE rs * 
YE 0 +2*Y N Mt N 


5 * 
* 4 Ar C-" * 
"> 
, - * — 


N Co 2 D aa RA” Ph | 
OC — 


LESS A * 
1 


PREFACE. 


HAT the Plague! Methinks I hear a 
grave old Gentleman, under the Clock 
at B—!/—r's, ſay; Still more of Can- 
&& ning! Surely theſe Fellows, who have 
S nothing elſe to live by but Scribbling, 
think they have a Right to impoſe a Tax 

upon the Publick as often as they want 

Money : But then they ſhould give us 

ſomething new for it; this Subject is worn quite Thread- 
bare; Til none of it.— On which Side is it wrote, cries 


another? If it is not in Favour of the poor injured Girl, I am 


good for nothing: Doctor Cox is unanſwer- 
able. Plhaw! anſwers a Third, a ridiculous, idle, ab- 
ſurd, Story! Nothing offered in its Defence can be worth 
reading, Thus may this unfortunate Pamphlet be con- 
demned to the moſt ignominious Purpoſes, without any 
Enquiry into its Merits : Nevertheleſs, the Author, (as all 
Frrthors have a competent Share of Vanity) flatters him- 


{ure it can be g 


ſelf, that his Views in this Publication, when duly ex- 


plained, will not appear 0 all entirely unworthy of Regard. 

The laudable Faſhion of Magazining has reſcued the 
Memory of many a Writer from Oblivion, whoſe Labours 
might not otherwiſe have ſurvived even the Space of Time 
that was employed in printing them ; therefore his Brethren 
of the Quill ought not to entertain any Reſentment againſt 
him, for his honeſt Endeavours to continue their Remem- 


brance ſomewhat longer. | | 


There is hardly any Rank, Age, or Sex, but are more 
or leſs prone to Curioſity, though it may not have equally 
ſuited every one's Convenience to gratify this prevailing 


Inclination. So extraordinary a Tranſaction has given 


Birth to very many extraordinary Productions ; and among 
the Number of Readers, there may be ſome, who, though 
a | not 


%ñ 


not leſs inguifitive, may have been too indolent to travel thro- 


all the curious Pieces the Publick have been furniſhed with 
upon this Topick; while there may be others, to whom the 


Peruſal of every Thing that has been wrote upon it would 
have afforded infinite Pleafure, which Satisfaction they 
may have been deprived of, by Reaſon of the accumulated 
Expence. The Fatigue of the one, and the Pocket of the 


other, are by this Method relieved, conſequently the Ob- 


ſtacles to their mutual Deſires a are in a great Meaſure re- 


moved. 
To thoſe a We have not been ſo unhappy 25 to have la- 


boured under either of theſe Embarraſſments, the Abſtracts 


of the Writings herein comprehended, may indeed be un- 
neceſſary; yet even to thoſe they may not be altogether uſe- 


leſs, ſeeing the Trouble of turning over a Multitude of 
Leaves vill be hereby ſaved : And it Novelty carries with 
it any Recommendation to theſe Gentlemen, they may be 


aſſured of meeting with ſome intereſting Circumitances, not 


generally known, nor ever before publickly communicated, 
It has been endeavoured with the utmoſt Care to do 


ſtrict Juſtice to the reſpective Authors; neither to miſ- 


conſtrue or miſrepreſent their proper Meanings, nor to add 
to, or diminiſh from the full Weight of their Arguments. 

And whereas in the Progreſs of this Affair, Paragraphs 
and Advertiſements of a very uncommon Tendency ap- 
peared daily in one or other of the News-Papers ; that this 
Performance might bè rendered a compleat Magazine, the 


- molt able of them are here collected, and for the 


Convenience of the Reader, are, with en other Par- 
ticulars, thrown into an Appendix: To which there were 
likewiſe two other. Inducements, as well becauſe they are 
referred to as Evidence the Inſertors of them muſt admit 
to be authentic; as for the Sake of tranſmitting to Poſte- 
rity. what perhaps will otherwiſe be thought incredible.— 

Inſtead of the Convenience of the Readers, it is poffible, 
ſome ill-natured Caviller may object, the Author rather in- 
tended. his own particular Fenefit, that by thus ſwelling 


the Bulk of his Work, he might alſo enhance its Price : 


But a candid Obſerver will immediately perceive, that there 
is Matter enough, excluſive of both Extracts and Appen- 
dix, which, under proper Typepraphical Management, might 


_eaſtly have been ſpun out to a modern Trace per 


worth.— It is hoped theſe Apologies may be excufatl: ; 
offer more might be Eds 1 
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3957: T will perhaps ſurprize you to be 


informed, that you have enjoined _ 
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tofore, were happy in each other's Acquaintance, are 
become declared Enemies: The Advocates for the 
Girl eſteem it leſs criminal to diſbelieve the Creed, 
than to doubt the leaſt Tittle of her Story; they 
anathematize all ſuch as Hereticks of the moſt dan- 
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gerous Sort; while, on the contrary, thoſe who are 
not of ſo ready a Faith, conſider theſe Believers as 


obſtinately credulous, or deſigning Abettors of an 
Impoſture : Nor are theſe Diſſentions confined to 
private Perſons, or Families; the Publick in gene- 


ral ſeem to take a Part in them, inſomuch, that it 
is poſſible, (thougb to you it may ſeem incredible) 
our future Election for Repreſentatives to ſerve in 
Parliament, may in ſome Meaſure be influenced by 


the Attachment, or Oppoſition, the Candidates may 


have ſhewn to this newly impoſed Article of Be- 


lief. The Appellations hig and Tory, Court and 
Country, or (as about you it is called) Old and New 


Intereſt, have entirely ſubſided, and ſeem. with us 


al! to be merged into Canningite and Egyptian. But 


in your long Converſe with Mankind it muſt often 
have occurred to you, that few endeavour ſo much 


to ſearch after Truth as to defend what they be- 


lieve: Men who can blindly engage themſelves to 
any particular Opinion, will as ſtubbornly maintain 


it; Paſſion uſurps the Place of Judgment, and Re- 
flection is drowned by Prejudice: Pride will not 


ſuffer ſome to acknowledge themſelves capable of 
being miſtaken, while Indolence induces others to 


repole an implicit Confidence in Reports, without 


meerly upon the Reputation of the Relator. 


enquiring whether they have any rational Founda- 
tion; they acquieſce in, and propagate the Tale - 


Er- 


rors thus rivetted on weak Minds, reſiſt Demonſtra- 
tion as well as Argument; ſtedſaſtly reſolved againſt 


Conviction, they not only reject the Means that 
offer for that Purpoſe, but are even angry at the 


Attempt, as a Reproach upon their Underſtanding ; 
and if, in Oppoſition to Truth, Intereſt ſhould be 


thrown into the Scale with Falſchood, no Wonder 


if the latter ſhould for ſome Time preponderate. 
The Mob, who ſeldom act but as they are taught, 


are eaſily animated to become the Tools of Re- 
: ſentment, 
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ſentment, or Inſtruments of Abuſe, in any Affair 
that can be made to ſquare with their Sentiments, 
or Inclinations ; but be it remembered, that Infal- 
libility is not an Attribute of Human Nature; the 


| Beſt and Wiſeſt may err, and have been deceived; 


nay, the former from their native Goodneſs of 
Heart, are moſt liable to Impoſition: Strangers to 
Fraud with Difficulty entertain a Jealouſy of it in 
others, and a well-painted Scene of diſtreſſed In- 
nocence cannot fail having its proper Weight with 
a compaſſionate Diſpoſition. Nevertheleſs, it is 
well known, that the worthieſt Cauſe may be more 


injured than aſſiſted by an indiſcreet Zeal}, and that 
intemperate Heats rather give Room for Suſpicion, 


than furniſh Means for Conviction. 
Theſe Reflections (though equally applicable to 
both) are not intended to impeach either the Credit 


or Conduct of any one particular Party; the 


former muſt depend entirely upon the Strength 


and Reputation of the Evidence that has been, or 


2 may hereafter be offered in Support of their reſpec- 


tive Pretenſions. They are now mutually accuſed, 
and mutual Accuſers; Witneſſes are provided (as 


it is ſaid) by Hundreds, to defend, and oppoſe the 


ſame Fact, and if they come in, (to uſe a New- 
market Phraſe) with the ſame Speed they ſet off, 
England may have an Opportunity for the firſt, and 
it is to be hoped for the laſt Time, of ſurpaſſing 
all Europe in a plentiful Crop of Perjuries. 

Bur that your Curioſity may not be famiſhed with 
waiting for the Iſſue of a legal Determination, ef- 


. pecially as ſo extraordinary a Subject may require 


extraordinary Time, I ſhall ſubmit to your Opinion 
{uch Traditions as the Publick have received (with 
iome occaſional Obſervations) as well oral as written 
for you muſt naturally conclude, fo ſpacious a Field 
cannot but have afforded a plentiful Harveſt to the 
modern Claſs of Eſſay Writers, 

B 2 Your 
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Your Intelligence ends with the Conviction of 


Mary Squires ; this Event was then thought conclu- 


five: The Canningites triumphed, 1o Prans were 
ſung at the Corner of every Street, in Praiſe of the 
Girl, for the noble Defence ſhe had made in Behalf 
of her aſſaulted Chaſtity; the old Woman's Dying 


Speech was prepared, and nothing now wanting but 
her Execution to render the Scene compleat : But 


notwithſtanding the Pleaſure this Deciſion gave to 
ſome, there were others, (perhaps for Want of an 


equal Degree of Comprehenſion) who ſtil] enter- 


tained Doubts ; the confeſſed Improbability of the 
whole Story, and the artleſs Teftimony of the three 
Countrymen, who appeared to ſupport the aid? 
Defence, ſet up by the Gypſy, made ſome Im- 
preſſion on more m/ky Hearts: Nor indeed did 


the Court appear perfectly ſatisfied, inſomuch. that 


when it was moved by one of the Counſel employed 
on the Part of the Proſecution, that the old Wo- 
man's Witneſſes ſhould ſtand committed for Per- 
jury, it was not only refuſed, but an aſſiſtant 
Counſel on the ſame Side publickly declared his 
Diſagreement to the Motion; for that it was not 


clear to Kim that they meriied any ſuch Imputation, 


to which a Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed Character; 
and equal Diſcernment, replied, N more it is to 


into Dor ſetſpire, the Replies to which fully anſwered 
the Intention of the Enquirers; they brought the 
ſtrongeſt Proofs that the unhappy Convict was 
| actualy at Abbotsbury at the Time the was ſuppoſed 
to have committed this atrocious Cyime, as well as 
that ſhe had continued there ſeveral Days; and 
Virtue Hall had now retracted the Whole of her 
former Evidence. Theſe Facts furniſhed the In- 
_ (Fr igay, Arco 9, 1753) with a 1 for 

the 


Theſe were thought ſufficient Motives to a further 
Enquiry, and Letters were according!y diſpatched 


22 my 
PR 
mY CTRL » nc, y 
7 r Ao p60 SE 4 
ISS N . * Pq : 
C4 ne Sn ed . TO hb * 
* 4 K 3 "2 * * , 


: T3, 
the Day, whereby they became more generally pro- 
mulgated; whence aroſe a Deſertion of ſome Friends, 
a Wavering in others, and, what was of more fatal 
| Conſequence, a Diminution of Subſcriptions : Some- 
what was neceſſary to be done, in Order to revive 
the declining Credit of the preſumed Innocent, and 
who could be ſo proper to undertake this arduous 
Taſk, as their experienced Friend, who had already 

ſo faithfully ſerved them, in his double Capacity of 
Advocate and Magiſtrate, Henry FitLbinG, Eſq; 
But would (you will perhaps aſk) the worſhipful 
Author of thoſe illuſtrious Hiftories, Foſeph An- 
drews, Tom Jones, and the more celebrated Amelia, 
condeſcend to take up his Pen in Defence of a poor 
filly Girl? Yes, he did; but from no other Principle, 
as he himſelf declares *, than that he was rouzed 


Po thereto by ſomething within to the Protection of in- 


jured Innocence, though the ill- patured Part of the 
World have ſaid, (but what will not Slander ſay?) 
that from ſome Inſinuations that had been thrown 
out relative to the Depoſition of Virtue Hall, as not 
having been obtained quite fairly, his own Con- 
duct might ftand in need of an Apology. _ 
The tollowing Abſtract of this weighty Per- 
formance will enable you, in ſome Meaſure, to judge 
whether its Author deſerves the Applauſe he ſo 
ſanguinely hopes for; an Applauſe much more valu- 
alle than that of ue whole World. (ibid. 
This Work is entitled, A clear Stars of the Caſe _ 
of Elizabeth Canning, conſiſting of Sixty two Pages, 
in OZzavo. I ſhall omit the Introduction and Nar- 
rative, which take up near cleven of them, and 
hall begin with the Objections, which the Author 
very candidly ſtates, as repugnant to the Belief of the 
Narrative; a Narrative juſtly ſaid to reſemble rather 
a wild Dream, than a real bat. = 


* Char State , the Caſe, p. 6. 
"I The 
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The firſt is this: © It doth not well appear with 
what Motive theſe Men carried this Girl ſuch a 
Length of Way. Secondly, That they ſhould be 
able to do it without being met, oppoſed, or ex- 
amined by any Perſons in the much frequented 
Roads near this Town. Thirdly, The Gypſy Wo- 
man doth not ſeem to have had any ſufficient Mo- 
tive to her Proceedings; for that her Behaviour 
was inconſiſtent with any Deſign to make the Girl 
a Proſtitute, or a Gipſy, or even to murder her. 
Fourthly, That Elizabeth Canning ſhould have ſur- 
vived this Uſage, and all the Terrors it muſt have 
occaſioned, and ſhould have been kept alive with 
no other Suſtenance than what ſhe declared ſhe had. 

Fifthly, That ſhe ſhould ſo well have huſbanded her | 
ſmall Pittance, as to retain ſome of it til] within two 
Days of her Eſcape. Sixthly, That ſhe ſhould un- 
dergo all this Hardſhip and Faſting without at- 
tempting ſooner to make her Eſcape, or without 
perceiving the Poſiibility of making it in the Man- 
ner ſhe at laſt ſays ſhe did effect it. Lay, That 
at the ſame Time, when the dates this Eſcape, ſhe 
ſhould have Strength ſufficient left, not only to 
break her Priſon, but to walk eleven or twelve 
Miles to her own Home, (D. 11.” Certain it is, 
continues this Author, that the Facts ſeem at firſt 
to amount to the very higheſt Degree of Improba- 
bility ; but in his Opinion, they do not amount to 
an Impoff ity. The firſt and third Objection, 
he thinks, no great Streſs can be laid on, ſeeing 
Hiſtory, as well as Experience, affords many In- 
ſtances of wanton Cruelty, and Inhumanity, for 
which no adequate Motive Can be aſſigned; and to 
Wretches like theſe, “ very little removed, either 
in their Senſations, or Underſtandings, from wild 
Betts, here may poſſibly appear a very ſufficient 
Motive to all that they did; ſuch might be the 
Deſire of enercaſing the Train of Giplies, or of 


Whores 


(7) 


Whores, in the Family of Mother Nells. One of 
> theſe appears to have been the Deſign of the Gipſy 
Woman, from the Declaration of Elizabeth Canning, 


Who, if ſhe had ſaid nothing more improbable, 


would certainly have been entitled to our Belief in 
this, though this Deſign ſeems afterwards not to 

have been purſued. In ſhort, ſhe might very poſ- 
ſibly have left the Alternative, with ſome Indiffe- 


rence, to the Girl's Option; it ſhe was ſtarved out 


of her Virtue, the Family might eaſily apprehend | 
ſhe would give them Notice; if out of her Life, 


it would be then Time enough to convey her dead 
Body to ſome Ditch, or Dunghill, where when 


found, it would tell no Tales. (p. 13, 15.) 

: The ſecond Objection he preſumes of ſo little 
Weight, as hardly to deſerve an Anſwer, and ap- 
: prehends the Darkneſs of the Night, with the In- 


difference of moſt People to what doth not concern 
themſelves, and the Terror with which honeſt Per- 
ſions paſs the Roads by Night, ſufficient to account 


for the Want of all Interruption to theſe Men in 
their Conveyance of this Girl. (p. 16.) 
Tue fourth Objection is left, as to its Probability, 


co be aſcertained by the Phyſicians; poſſible he 
thinks it, and contends for no more. (ibid.) 


Ihe fifth Objection is anſwered by herſelf, that 
the crue! Uſage ſhe had met with, fo much affected 
her Mind and Body, that, during the firſt Days of 


her Confinement, the eat ſcarce any Thing, and 
afterwards had fo little Appetite, that ſhe could 


A Fg ſwallow the hard Morſels allotred to her, 


b The ſurth ObjcRion | is - Tram as s of no Weight 
for that we daily endure many Inconveniencies, 


while we overlook thoſe Ways of extricating our- 


ſelves, which, when diſcovered, appear from the 
1 fit extre mely eaſy and obvious. (101d. * | 


Laſt Y, 


85 ET}. 
Laftly, The Probability of her being able to ac- 
compliſh her Eſcape, is likewiſe left to the Diſcuſ- 
h ſion of Phyſicians but that it may be not only = 
poſſibly, but probably accounted for, from the 
Vigour and Reſolution Deſpair is wont to inſpire, _ 
After having thus endeavoured to ſolve the Im- 
probabilities attending the Girl's Narrative, our 
Author proceeds to conſider the Evidence that ſup- 
ports it. „ 5 E 
PFrrſt then, he inſiſts, there is one Part inconteſti- 

bly true, which is, „That the Girl, after the Ab- 
ſence of a Month, returned on the 29th of January, 
in the dreadtul Condition ſhe had deſcribed ; from 
whence he infers, that ſhe muſt have been confined 
ſomewhere, and by fome Perſon ; that this Confine- 
ment was of equal Duration with her Abſexce ; that 
ſhe was almoſt ſtarved to Death; that ſhe was con- 
fined in a Place whence it was difficult to make her 
Eſcape; however, that at length ſhe made it. 
5 en the ſuppoſed Eſtabliſhment of theſe Facts, 
he goes on, oppoſing Improbabilty to Improbabi- 
lity: Firft, he aſks, ** Why did this Girl conceal 
the Perſon who had thus cruelly uſed her? It could 
not be a Lover; for the barbarous Treatment ſhe 
had met with forbids ſuch a Belief, (p. 20.“ 
Next, What could be her Motive for laying 
this heavy Charge on the Innocent? Can it be 
_ imagined, that a young Girl could be induced de- 
liberately to commit ſo heinous a Crime, as the en- 


deavouring to take away the Lives of three Perſons _ 5 


from no Motive whatever? Her tender Age, hardly 
eighteen Years old, and univerſal good Character, 
contradict ſuch an Opinion. (p. 21. 


That ſhe could have no View of getting Money | 
is ſuppoſed to appear, in that the Subſcription was 
Propoſed and advertiſed long after her Return to 

„„ N . her 


Cat: 


her Mother. The Weakneſs of her Underſtand- 
ing is thought ſufficient to oppoſe any Suggeſtion 


of her being witty enough to invent ſuch a Story. 
The Simplicity of her Looks, and the Unembarrafſ- 
ment Gi her Behaviour before many great Per- 
ſonages, ſuch as Noblemen, Magiſtrates, and 


Judges, and her iavariable Steadineſs in delivering 


her Evidence are brought as farther Proofs of her 
Innocence. — Her fixing on a Place ſo far from 


Home, and where ſhe had never been before, is 


deemed another Improbability.— The Girl's exact 


Deſcription of the Houſe, the Hay Loft, the 
Pitcher, Sc. together with an Account of the 


Proſpect that appeared from the Hay Loft are urged - 


as Manifeſtations of her being actually at this Houle, 


as well as that her Stay there muſt have been of 
ſome Continuance to furniſh her with theſe Obſer- 
vations, (p. 22, 26.) b 
We are now come to the molt capital Piece of 


Evidence of the whole, Evidence that our Author 


declares, to have been the principal Foundation of 
that Credit which he gave to this extraordinary Story; 
(P. 26.) and as it is a Matter of ſo great Conſe- 


quence it is introduced with -a Solemnity equal to 


its Importance, The whole is miautely and cir- 


cumſtantially related, inſomuch, that it employs 


very near thirty Pages: The Juſtice and the Coun- 
ſellor are herein repreſented, alternately acting in 
their reſpective Spheres: An indifferent Reader 


would perhaps be perſwaded, that it had rather the 
Appearance of Defence of Mr. Fielding's Conduct, 


than a Vindication of the Subject he profeſſes to 


treat on. Poſſibly it may be ſo meant; but as that 


is no Way correſpondent to this Deſign, permit me 
to hope an Excuſe, if I neglect expatiating on the 


} Sagacity of the Advocate, or the Impartiality of 
the Magiſtrate, and confine myſelf to my original 
Intention, which is only to place in a clear and 


candid 


\ 


2 


candid View ſuch Evidence as has been offered both 
for and againſt either Elizabeib Canning or Mary 
Squires : Studiouſly avoiding, as I have hitherto en- 
deavoured to do, any Miſconctruction, or Miſre- 


preſentation of any of the Author's Sentiments. 


But to proceed, we are told, that on the 6th of 
February, Mr, Salt brought to Counſellor Fielding, 


a Caſe for his Opinion, endorſed, the Caſe of Eliza- 


beth Canning: The Caſe and the Fee being received, 
with much Importunity, he was prevailed on to 
give it an immediate Peruſal, and after many Soli- 
citations likewiſe conſented to examine Elizabeth 
Canning, upon whole Information his Worſhip 


iſſued a ſpecial Warrant againſt all who ſhould be 
found reſident in the Houle of Szſannab Wells, as 
idle and diſorderly Perſons, upon this Warrant Virtue 


Hall, and Fudith Natus were apprehended. When 
Virtue Hall, who had before-hand promiſed to con- 
ſeſs, came before his Worſhip ſhe appeared in Tears 
and all over in a trembling Condition; upon which, 


his Worſhip endeavoured to ſocth and comfort her, 


aſſuring her of his utmoſt Protection, if ſhe would 
be a good Girl, and tell the Truth: She promiſed 
ſhe would; but deſired Time to be given her to 
recover from her Fiight: But in the Courſe of her 


Examination, notwithſtanding ſhe had been treated 
« with the ſofteſt Language and in the kindeſt Man- 


ner, The was guilty of fo many Prevarications and 
Contradictions, that his Worſhip told her, he would 


examine her no longer, but, would commit her to 


Priſon, and would leave her to ſtand or fall by the 


Evidence againſt her, and, at the ſame Time, ad- 
viſed Mr. Salt to proſecute ber as a Felon, together 


with the Giply Woman: Upon this, ſhe begged to 
be once more heard, and ſaid, ſhe would tell the 


whole Truth, and accounted for her Unwillingneſs 


todo it, from her Fears of the Gipſy Woman and 
Wells.“ After a few Queſtions, his Worſhip re- 
| 1 3 commended | 


believe ſhe ſhould be able to remember the Parti- 


"lk 


| ended 0 Mr. Salt to £0 with her, and take 


her Information in Writing, which in avout two. 


Hours was compleated, read to her, ſigned, and 
ſworn to. (7. 39.) 


This Examination being Enifhed; one Fudith 
Natus, the Wife of ,gne Fortune i1'atus, whom his 


| Worſhip apprebends to belong to the Giph es, being 


examined upon Oath, declared, that ſhe and her 


. Huſband lay in the ſame Room where Eligabeth Can- 


ning pretended to have been confined during the 
whole Time of her ſuppoſed Confinement, and that 


ſhe had never ſeen, nor heard of any ſuch Perſon 


in Wells's Houſc. 0. 47.) 
There were ſome Perſons raſh enough to deſire, 


that this Judith Natus ſhould be committed for 


Perjury ; but his Worſhip knew better ; however, 
believing her in Reality guilty of Perjury, he gave 


her ſome neceſſary Cautions, if ſhe intended to give 


Evidence at the Ola Bailey, and diſcharged her. 
G. 48.) 


The Agreement in ſo many particular Circum- 


ſtances between the Evidence of Elizabeth Canning, | 


and Virtue Hall, our learned Author conſiders as an 


uncontrovertible Proof of the Truth of both Teſti- 


monies; it is a Point on which, he ſays, this, or any 


other Cauſe may ſafely be reſted. He inſiſts that Viy- 
| tue Hall had never ſeen, nor heard the Evidence of 


Elizabeth Canning at the Time of her own Depoſi- 


1 tion, and that even ſuppoſing ſhe had heard it once 


repeated before a Juſtice of Peace, it is abſurd to 


1 — 


culars ſo exactly. He alſo takes ſome Pains to 


prove that it could not be a Conti ivance between 


the two Girls, which, I believe, will be readily ad- 
mitted : From hence he draws the following fillo- 


 8iſtical Concluſion. 


e When 


„„ 
Whenever two Witneſſes declare a Fact, and 
agree in all the Circumſtances of it, either the Fact 
is true, or they have pieviouſly concerted the Evi- 

dence between themſelves. _ 5 

But in this Cafe it is impoſſible that theſe Girls 

ſhould have fo previouſly concerted the Evidence. 

And therefore, the Fact is true. (p. 54. 
Another Obſervation made is this, Why were 

not Fortune Natus, and his Wife produced at the 
Trial of the Gipſy and Wells, ſeeing their Evi- 

dence could have been ſo ſtrong in their Behalf, 
for which he ſays, he can aſſign but oye Reaſon oo 
obvious to be mentioned. | | Y 
| 


The zreity Incident of the minced Pye, is allo = 
conſidered, as an Inſtance of the Goodneſs, Childiſh- 7 
neſs, and Simplicity of this poor Girl's Character, 
as well as that it might poſſibly be inſtrumental in 
re., Eon ” 
Alfter a few Apologies, we have this remarkable 
Proteſtation, © I appeal, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to * © 
the Almighty fer the Truth of what I now aſſert, I 
am at this very Time, on this 19th Day of March 
1753, as firmly perſwaded as l am of any Fadt in 
the World, the Truth of which depends ſvlely en the 
Evidence of others, that Mary Squires, the Gipfy 
Woman, is GuiiTy of the Robbery, of which ſhe 
 ftanas convicted; that the alibi Defence is not only 
a Falſe one, but a Faliehood very eaſy 1s be practiſed 
on all Occaſ;ons, where there are Gangs of Peotle as © 
 -Gip/ees, & c. that very foul and unjuſtifiable Practices 
Have been uſed in this whole Affair fince the Trial; 
and that Elizabeth Canning is a poor, honeſt, inno- 
cent, ſimple Girl, and the moſt unhappy, and the 
moſt injured of all human Beings.”* (p. 58.) . 
„The Poſtſcript adds one range Circumſtance, 
ſaic to be before forgot, how happened it that 
Elizabeth Canning ſhould rather charge the Gipſy, = 
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(1787) 


prove an Alibi rather than Suſannab Wells, who 
could have had no ſuch Proof— To which his 


| Worſhip adds, that he had that very Afternoon 
(Sunday the 18th Inſtant) read over a great Number 


of Affidavits, corroborating the Evidence of Can- 


ning, and contradicting the alibi Defence of the 


Gipſy, and that theſe Affidavits are by unqueſtion- 
able Witneſſes, and ſworn before three Juſtices 
living near Enfield Waſh. (p. 61.) 

We have now gone through this Personen of 
Mr. Fielding*s, nor did 1t in the leaſt diſappoint the 


_ warmeſt Expectations of thoſe who intereſted them- 


ſelves in its Succeſs: It paſſed to a ſecond Edition in 


a few Days: The Wavering were confirmed, 
* Apoſtates reclaimed, new Proſelites gained, and 
Subſcriptions were renewed, all the Parties concerned: 


were ſatisfied, the Author was applauded, his Em- 


ployers pleaſed, and his Bookſeller profited. 


| Nevertheleſs, irreſiſtible as the foregoing Argu- 
ments were then thought, Dr. Hill boldly dared to 
enter the Liſts with this redoubtable Writer, and 


fearleſs of Cenſure ventured to employ his Pen, 
that Pen, that has been ſo long and fo eminently 


diſtinguiſhed in the polite and literary World, in 
Vindication of a poor, abject, deſpicable old Gipſy. 
Hazardous Attempt! How far he ſucceeded you 
may judge from what follows, 

Warm Paſſions, a quick Conception, and a ready 


Expreſſion character:ze moſt of the Doctor's Pro- 


ductions. He writes much becauſe it is neceſſary 


he ſhould, conſequently Correctneſs and Regularity 
are leſs ſtudied: This very Pamphlet in a great 


Meaſure confirms theſe Obſervations; it made its 


Appearance about ten Days after the Publication of 


Mr. Fielding's, conſiſts of fifty-two Pages, thirteen, 


whereof are chiefly employed on a favourite, and 


molt intereſting Subject, H Ius ELF; but which as 


tt has no immediate Connection with my Deſign, 


I flatter 


1 
i 


(14) 


I flatter myſelf with Hopes of being forgiven, 


if paſſed over unnoticed : However, that ſingular 


Diſplay of what ſeems to be his ruling Paſtion, 


VANITY, ought not to ſlip unregarded, wherein he 


informs his Readers, that he has ordered his Name 
to be put to this Pamphlet, that he may not be ſup- 
poſed the Writer of thoſe many other Pieces, which 


Ingenuity, or its Parent Hunger, may hereafter ob- 
trude upon the World *. 


The Doctor obſerves, <* that to judge truly of 


Peoples Actions, we ſhould enquire into the De- 
ſigns of them; and this is beſt done by attending 


to the earlieſt Notices. (p. 13.“ Therefore, in 


conſidering this Story he chuſes to begin with a 


Circumſtance ſaid to be © forgot by the Diſin- 
tereſted, and paſſed over not imprudently by thoſe. 
WhO eſpouſe the Girl. 72 13. This Circum- 


ſtance is an Advertiſement ſignifying the Abſence 


of Elizabeth Canning, with a Delcription of her 
Perſon and Dreſs, and a Reward of two Guineas 
to any one who can give any Account where ſhe 


is; with the following remarkable Addition. 
(P. 14.) Note, It is ſuppoſed ſhe was forcibly 


talen away by ſome evil-diſpoſed Perſons as foe 
was heard to ſkrick out in a Hackney Coach in Biſhopſ- 


gate-Street. If the Coachman remembers any 


Thing of the Affair, by giving an Account as above, 


he ſhall be handſomely rewarded for his Trouble“. 


The Doctor ſeems to conſider this Advertiſement 


as the Prelude to ſome particular Intention; for 


that neither her Perſon, or her Dreſs were ſufficient 
Temptation to induce any Body to ſuch an Act of 


Violence; nor were ſuch Things common. He 


aſks, who heard her ſkriek? Or how the Voice of 
2 Servant of no Conſideration ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed calling out of a Coach in a ſtrange Part of ; 


* Story of Elizabeth Canning _ ered, p. 10. + Daily 


Advertiſer, Om 6. 
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3 burned in this dreadful Condition; nor can it be 


V 
the Town? With ſome other Queſtions to the ſame 


Purpole. | 
In Anſwer to Mr. Fielding, he inſiſts, « There 


can be no Cauſe aſſigned, why Men mould drag 
her ſo many Miles, or Women lock her up to pe- 
riſn without the leaſt Advantage, or the leaſt Pro- 


ſpect of Advantage.“ To this he adds, how came 


ſhe to proportion ſo equally her Eating to the 
Length of her Confinement: “ That there ap- 


pears no Reaſon why ſhe did not make that Eſcape 


the firſt Night, which the effected the laſt Day, at 


four in the Afternoon.“ It allo appears ſtrange to 
him, that no one ſhould have been let into the 
Story in her Return; for ſne muſt at that Time in 


the Afternoon have been met, overtaken, or ſeen 


by many hundred Perſons. The Singularity of her 
Figure was enough to have drawn the Attention of 
ſome, her Aſpect of all. (p. 20.) 

wy Acts of Cruelty, he grants, have been prac- 
ticed by Ruffians; but never without a Motive, 
their own Safety is the common Cauſe; but here 
Men endangered, and not ſecured their Safety, by 
thus doing it; and on the ſame Principle before we 
can believe the Woman (who has been condemned) 
would have run the Hazard of her Confinement, 


when they knew an Eſcape ſo practicable, we 


muſt ſee tome Motives for their doing it. (p. 21.) 
Naked Virtue, without the Aſſiſtance of a good 
Perſon, he further obſerves, is of no Value to theſe 
Sort of People; nor could it anſwer any Intent i 
the old Gipſy to have obtained the Sacrifice, ſeeing 


ſhe did not keep the Houſe, nor could it be out of 


Friendſhip to Mrs. Wells, for they were Strangers. 


(2. 22.) 


He alſo affirms, <* that it does not appear, that 
ſhe was confined any where, otherwiſe than with 
her own Conſent: That it is not true, that ſhe re- 


true, 


2 


(16) 


true, that the could have ſupported Life till ſhe 


arrived at it, and after that have walked ten Miles 
immediately, or been carried as far ſo very ſoon 
after it: Neither does it ſeem to him an improbable 


Conjecture but that ſhe might have been employed 


with a Lover. (p. 24.) 


The Doctor contends, that the Deſeription the 


gave of the Room, Fc. which ſhould direct our 


Judgment, ought to be taken from the Account 
the gave before the ſitting Alderman, by whom ſhe 
was firſt examined ; which | is far from ſpeaking in 
her Favour. 


She then describe! it to be a dark Rom ; in 3 


which ſhe lay upon the Boards; in which there 


was nothing except a Grate, with a Gown in it, 
and a few Pictures over the Chimney 3 from which 
the made her Eſcape, by forcing down ſome Boards, 
and out of which ſhe had before diſcovered the 
Face of a Coachman through certain Cracks 3 in the 
Side. (p. 25 
The Ronin, upon Inſpection, is ſaid not in the 
leaſt to have correſponded with this Deſcription : 
« Far from being dark there were two Windows in 


it, which had Caſements capable of being opened 


at any Time, from whence ſhe might have eſcaped, 
without being at the Trouble of pulling down Boards: 


Out of theſe alſo ſhe might have ſeen the Coach- 2 


man, without being obliged to the Cracks. There 
were neither Grate, nor Pictures, and as a Proof, 
the former could not have been there for a long 


Time, it is obſerved, the whole Expanſe of the 


Chimney was found overſpread with Cobwebs. 


(p. 26.) 


The Omiſſion of ſome Particulars which were 


too conſpicucus to be overlooked, as a Caſement put 
up over the Chimney, and near half a Load of 
Hay, are alſo urged * the N of her 9 


Account. * 27.) 
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C7): 


Ta Regard to her being neither wicked nor witty 


enough to have deviſed ſuch a Deceit, the Reply 
here is, to the former, God and her own Heart 
can only tell :'* To the latter, . None but a Fool 
could have invented ſo bad a Story.”* (p. 28.) 
This Writer proceeds to take into Conſideration 
more of Mr, Fielding's Improbabilities: To her 
fixing upon a Place fo far from Home, he anſwers, 
the farther off, the farther from Detefion.— To 


this, that Mrs. Wells's Houſe ſhould be particularly 


hit upon; Mrs. Wells's Houſe was an Houſe of 
evil Fame, and no other ſuch in the Neighbour- 
hood. — How ſhould the, among a Number of 
People, fix upon the Gipſy, whom ſhe had particu- 
larly” deſcribed before, as the Perſon that robbed 
her; the Replication to this is called, a very ſevere 
and a fatal one, it is, that ſhe had not particularly 
deſcribed her before. (p. 29. „ 

But with all due Deference to the Doctor, I muſt 
beg Leave to interrupt the Thread of his Argue 


ments, for the Sake of relating a Circumſtance, thar, 
perhaps, ſome of the few who are acquainted with 


it, would have been as well pleaſed not to have 
remembered: The Inſertion of it in this Place is 
attended with the greater Propriety, as it may in 
ſome Meaſure contribute to a Solution of this Dif- 
ficulty, relative to the Girl's Election of the old 


Woman, which may perhaps be better accounted 


for, by ſaying, that the Gipſy bad been deſcribed 
to her before. EO. 
This will perhaps appear ſtrange to you, never- 
theleſs it is true; Mrs. Canning, this poor little Girl's 
Mother, having in vain had Recourſe to all natural 
Means, ſuch as Advertiſements, Sc. to learn ſome 


> Tidings of her abſent Daughter: Parental Ten- 


derneſs inſpires her at length with a Reſolution to 
try what Information might be obtained from the 
ſuperior Power of Divination, and accordingly, ſne 

5 RT applies 


(15) 


applies to a Perſon famous in that Art, vulgarly 
called a Fortune-teller, living in the Old Baily; the 
Fee being received, (an Expence of three Shillings) 
and the Caſe being maturely conſidered, the Oracle 
pronounced PRETTY Miss to be in the Keeping 
of an OLD Black Woman. What a fortunate 
Incident! That the Gipſy happened to be at Mother 
Wells's at the Time they went down to apprehend 
the Perpetrators of this before unheard of Cruelty : 
Hereby a proper Object was provided for the poor 
abuſed young Lady's Determination, (which might 


_ otherwiſe have been attended with ſome Perplexity) 
and the Conjuror's Knowledge and Credit eſtabliſhed 


upon an everlaſting Foundation. 
This may poſſibly ſerve to aſſiſt the Conjectures 
ſome have made in Relation to the Hackney- Coach 


Part of the Story; for myſelf, I ſhall make no far- 


ther Application at preſent, only if any one ſhould 
doubt the Truth of it, tell them, it was reported 
by one of the Girl's firmeſt Friends, by one who, 
while ſhe was called plain Betty Canning, without 
the Addition of Miſs, was her Mafer, Mr. ee 
_ of Aldermanbury. 

Nov to return to the ber, who goes on to 
treat of the Weight of the Evidence ariſing from 
the Congruity of Elizabeth Canning's and Virtue 
 HalPs Informations: This Agreement, or (as he 


more properly terms it) this Sameneſs, p. 35. 
he accounts for from the Circumſtances under 
which they were taken: He conſiders Virtue Hall 


as an innocent and an ignorant Perſon, ** who ſaw 
Perjury ſtrong againſt herſelf, and that a Priſon was 


the immediate Conſequence,” (P. 32.) „She might 


ſuppoſe that the Oaths which prevailed againſt her 
Liberty, might alſo againſt her Life; and to ſave 


| herſelf from the Effects of Perjury, ſhe ſubmitted 1 


to ſupport the Charge it made againſt others, 
ue ibid. = That eee ſhe refuſed to confeſs 
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any ſuch Thing throughout ſix Hours ſtrong Soll- 
citation, and ſeems at laſt to have complied merely 

for the Sake of eſcaping (what ſhe was threatned 
with) tie being proſecuted as a Fe Lov : (p. 32.) But 
being once determined, it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould 


endeavour to make her Information like that of Elixa- 


beth Canning's, and that ſhe had ſufficient Oppor- 
tunities of knowing what the Girl had ſworn, ap- 
pears by her having heard the Examination of the 
latter when before Juſtice Tyſhemaker, as well as 


her Declaration of the Fact at Eudſield the ſame 
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Room, (p. 38.)” 


Day, the 1ſt of February; or, if ſhe had not heard 
it at that Time, ſhe might have read the Story as 


repeated in the News Paper, for eight Days pre- 


vious to her ſecond Apprehenſion, or it muſt 
have been related to her - by all who came to 


her, (p. 36.) 


He next takes Notice of the Time when ſhe _ 
gave this Depoſition, it was not till the 14th of 


February, and then, after many hard Struggles and 


bold Denials ſhe prevailed with herſelf to put her 
Mark to an Information, and ſwore what it con- 


tained was true; the Contents of which were the 


ſame that had been before ſworn to by Canning, for 
which this Reaſon 1s aſſigned, that the ſame Perſon 
drew both, even the Attorney who was engaged to 
manage the Proſecution, (p. 37.)* _ 3 
Another Obſervation here made is, that not- 
withſtanding the Agreement in their written Infor- 
mations, they did not ſo well coincide in their ver- 
bal Evidence; “ ſeeing Canning ſwears that no 
Body came into the Room all the Time ſhe was 
there, and Hall ſwears that the Pitcher was put into 
the Room three Hours after by the Gipſey; and 
again, Canning ſwears the two Men took her Stays 
and went out while ſne was yet below; but Hall 
ſwears this was done after ſne was put into the 
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Fudith Natws | is ſaid to be an knock Woman, 7 
the Wife of an honeſt Labourer,” one who could 
not afford any reaſonable Suſpicion of her belong- 
ing to the Gypſics, and one whole free diſintereſted 

Oath deſerved more Regard than that of Virtue _ 
Hall, a Perſon of a confeſſed bad Character, and 
one who had only “ the Alternative of that Infor- 
mation, or a Priſon?” . 

The Reaſon why this Woman and her Huſband 
were not produced at the Trial, is alledged to be, 
that, though they were ſubpaena'd, and gave their 
Attendance, the Mob without Doors had been 
ſo exaſperated againſt all who ſhouid appear on the 
Part of the Accuſed, that they were prevented from 


coming in, and themſelves treated like CIR, x 


1 


The Means mide aſe of to prejudice not only 


the Publick, but alſo the Court, had it been poſ- _ 


ible, is declared to be by handing printed Papers 
about as well within Doors as without, calculated 
to inflame every Body againſt the ſuppoſed Crimi- 
nals, (. 41.) 
And whereas many ii steel Wine dee had 
been ſpread abroad concerning Virtue Hall's Recan- 
tation, that it had not been taken fairly and candidly, 
the Doctor, in order to invalidate ſuch malicious 
Reports, gives this Account of that Tranſaction. 
That having been informed there were a Number 
of Affidavits in Town, tending to prove the old 
Gipſy to have been at Abbolſbury at the Time ſhe 
was ſuppoſed to have committed the Robbery of 


which ſhe ſtood convicted, he communicated his 


Suſpicions to Mr. Lediard, 'who thereupon ſent for 
Virtue Hall from the Gate- Houſe, when, after having 
both talked to her in ſuch a Manner as they thought 
moſt likely to induce her to declare the Truth, ſhe, 
in part, went back from what ſhe had ſworn at the 


Trial, and her Confuſion and Tears evidenced ſne 
=o 
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'Y had more to confeſs : She begged for that Night 


Z to recollect what ſhe ſhould further ſay, and pro- 


miſed to ſpeak more openly the next Morning“. 


The Doctor, upon this, applied to the Lord 


Mayor, whom, till that Time, he affirms he never 


ſaw, to receive her Confeſſion: She was ſent for, 
and ſhe made it; freely and voluntarily made it, 
in the Preſence of Witneſſes, whereby ſhe declared, 
that all ſhe had ſaid on her Examination before 


MIX. Fielding, as well as what ſhe confirmed on the 


your Knowledge. 


Trial, was the Whole of it falſe and forged; that 


tit was the Offspring of her Terrors, (Story conſidered, 


p. 18, 19.) and ſhe teſtified the Satisfaction ſhe 


felt in having eaſed her Heart of an inſupport- 


able Burthen and Diſtreſs, (p. 35.) 
For theſe Reaſons, and the Abbolſbury Teſti- 


monies, the Doctor ventures to pronounce Squires 


guiltleſs, and that Canning was not confined in the 


Houſe of Welle, (p. 46.) Whether his Judgment 


is right or wrong, you will be better enabled to 
determine from the remaining Evidence. 

It may be remembered that Mr. Fielding has left 
two Points to a medical Diſcuſſion, viz. the Pro- 


bability of the Girl's ſurviving this ſuppoſed cruel 


Uſage, (Clear State, p. 16.) and of her being able 


afterwards to accompliſh her Eſcape, (74:4, p. 18.) 


The Solution of theſe are attempted by one 


Mr. James Solas Dod, a Surgeon. As this Gentle- 
man has not been very long inrolled in the Liſt of 


Authors, his Merits may poſſibly have eſcaped 


This Writer, prompted perhaps by the Popu- 
larity of the Subject, ſome Time ago, obliged the 


Publick with a three Shilling Treatiſe, entitled, An 
 #ffay towards a Natural Hiſtory of the HERRRINO; 
which, by the Aid of a new Title Page, is ſuppoſed 


* Inſpeftor, March 20. 
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(22) 
to have arrived at a ſeconc Edition. This Work 
zbounds with many uſeful culinary as well as me- 
Gal UVrecepts, and therefore highly merits the 

«(tention of ail good Houſe- Wives and crazy 
V; aletudinarians: As here the former may be 
- turniſhed with Variety of new Modes of dreſſing 
this Chief of Fiſh, and the latter ſupplied with a 
Pangcæa, which, by only minding the Author's 
Directions, is calculated for the Cure of all Diſeaſcs, 
and conſequently rendering Man immortal. 

It may not unreaſonably be preſumed, that the 
ſame Inducement that of rendering himſelf popu- 
lar) might prevail with Mr. Dod to undertake this 
Taſe, 1ſt, To prove the Probability of her being 
carried off in her Fits. 24h), To give ſome phy/ical 
Reaſons why ſhe ſunk not under the complicated 
Sufferings of Body, through want of Food; and 
Mind, through her Terrors. 340), To aſſigu a na- 
tural Cauſe for her Strength in her Eſcape. 4thly, 
To enumerate and account t for the Effects ſuch Uſage 
had upon her. And, /aſtly, to aſſure the World, that 
the Symptoms apparent upon her Return, could not 
be the Effect of a Salivation, but only of her pro- 
ſequent ill Uſage, ( Phyfical Account, p. 8.“ 

To the firſt he ſays, It mult be allowed that 
two Large Men might be able not only to drag, 

Nut carry a Girl, barely five Feet high, though well 
„ eſpecially as by her Fit ſhe was become per- 
2 reſiſtleſs, and, as it were, Dead. Her falling 
into Fits, (ſhe had been accuſtomed to for four Years 
before) more particularly at the Time of her being 
attacked, he eſteems the Conſequence of * her 
Fright, which might cauſe an irregular Influx of 

the Animal Spirits, aided by the Blow; and beſides, 
that it was near the New Moon, which is known 
to have a remarkable Power over Epilipſies and 
Convulſions, (bid, * 11, 12.)““ . 
In 
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In Regard to the Second, he takes Notice, that 


Elizabeth Canning was „ an Hearty Girl, Sanguine, 
and of a Florid Countenance, that for many Years 
ſhe had ſcarce taken half a Pint of liquid Aliment 
in twenty-four Hours, and conſequently was ſub- 


je& to Coſtiveneſs, and as if ſhe had been Prediſpoſed 
for ſuch an Accident, ſhe, for five Months before, 
had the common Female Benejit totally obſtructed, 


(p. 13, 14.) From an Habit of Body ſo circum- 
ſtanced, he infers the greater Probability of her 
ſubſiſting with ſo little Food; which, by a nice 
Calculation, he rates at three Ounces of Bread, 
and five of Water, for twenty-four Hours; and 


by comparing the Quantity ſecreted, with what 


was taken in, concludes that ſhe waſted, within 
twenty-ſeven Days, twenty Pounds, (p. 16, 20.) 
He alſo informs us, that „“ after a little Time, 
ſhe had no Incitement to Eating, and therefore it 
is not to be thought ſhe would eat ſuch unſavoury 
Morlſels ; but as her Strength decayed, to endeavour 


a a Recruit, nor did ſhe proportion her Allowance 


to the Time of her Duration, for ſhe had con- 
ſumed all on the Friday before the Monday ſhe 


elcaped; ſo that ſhe had been three whole Days 
totally without Food, but for the minced Pye in 


her Fe 1; 98 
The Quality of the Food allotted to her is next 


conſidered, which being only Bread, our Author 
inſiſts, that more Nouriſhment was derived 
from it than from double the ſame Quantity of 


many other Foods; its Hardneſs is ſaid to be an 
Advantage, in that ſit was leſs liable to go off by 


Stool, (p. 30.)““ From theſe Conſiderations he 


doubts not but his Readers will concur with him in 
the Probability that . ſhe could ſubſiſt and endure 
Life on the Quantity of Bread and Water ſhe re- 
lates ſhe did, (p. 32.)"? = 8 

; | e 
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We are now come to the third Part of this diffi- 
cult Taſk, to aſſigu Reaſons why ſhe ſo long 
 over-looked the Means of Eſcaping, and her 
ſubſequent Ability to effect it, and return Home, 

— < Fear, we are told, is a Paſſion which, 'till it 
os to Deſpair, renders the Body cold, jellies be 
Blood, and numbs the Vital Faculties: This Girl 
had been threatned with immediate Death if ſhe 
offered to ſtir, the Apprehenſion or Fear of which 
took ſo ſtrong Poſſeſſion of her Mind, that it pre- 
vented her endeavouring to make her Eſcape, till the 
whole of her Proviſion was conſumed ; the then grew 
deſperate, and at length, „he Fear of Death pre- 
vailed over the Fear of Death.” She thought ſhe 
might as well be knocked on the Head as ſtarved, 
the Fear of which compelled her to make one 
Effort, and it ſucceeded. When ſhe was out, her © 
Deſpair ſubſided, and its Parent Fear returned 
that Fear added Wings to her Flight, and ſup- 
ported her under its Fatigue ; that Fear hindered 
her going into any Houle on the Road, leſt her Per- 
ſecutors might be there; that Fear made her en- 
quire her Way of Perſons, and that Fear keeping 
her Spirits in the Ferment Deſpair had raiſed, was 
the Reaſon of her Strength. But mark the ne- 
ceſſary Effects; when ſhe arrived in Safety, that 
Ferment having wrought up her Strength to its 
higheſt Pitch, a Calm ſucceeded, and over-wearied 
Nature ſunk to a Weaknels hat continued long, 1 
(P. 35 1 

The fourth Point to be treated, is the Effects 
ſuch ill Uſage produced; which, according to this 
Writer, were Weakneſs, Faintneſs of Voice, low 
Pulſe, cold Sweats, great Conſumption of Body, a 
 livid Blackneſs of the Skin, the Belly fwelled, the © 
Head heavy, an obſtinate Coftiveneſs, and a Want of | 
other A (P. 37. 5 

The 


(25) 
The reconciling theſe ſeveral Symptoms to be 
the natural Conſequence of want of due Nouriſh- 
ment, and the proving that they could not alto- 
> gether concur in any Caſe poſſible to have happened 
to the Girl, he conſiders a material Step towards 
eſtabliſhing the Credit of the whole Story, 
e I ns 
In Order to this, he tranſcribes the following 
Aphoriſm of Sanctorius with Quincy's Reaſonings 
upon it, the latter of which I ſhall omit, as the 
Original is very eaſy to be met with, and it would 
employ more Paper than I have to ſpare. oF 
By obſtinate Faſting the Head will be filled, the 
Temples will be heated, the Hypochonders diſtended, 
and the Legs and Arms enervated; io ſays Sanctorius; 
and from hence the Weakneſs of Limbs, the Weak- 
neſs of her Pulſe, cold Sweats and Swellings are 
accounted for, concludes Mr. Dod, (p. 43.) 
The remaining Phznomena, as her Waſting, is 
> naturally ſuppoſed to be owing to her Faſting, the 
Blackneſs of her Skin is explained to be the Effect 
of the natural Heat retiring inwards, and leaving 
the Circumference cold, at the Approach of Death: 
Her Coſtiveneſs by the Quality as well as Quantity 
of her Food, and that no Excrement was found 
from the Aliment in her Body at the Beginning of 
her Confinement, becauſe ſhe was naturally coſtive, 
and her Fears made her more ſo by its known 
Effect of Conſtipation, (p. 43.) . 
Our laſt Article is to confute a malicious Report, 
as if this Girl had been in a Salivation: The Belief 
of which, all the Symptoms, but one, that is, the 
Blackneſs of the Skin, are admitted to ſupport; but 
if this Conſequence was to proceed from ſuch a 
Cauſe, ſays our Author, thoſe Gentlemen would 
be ſadly diſappointed, who Flux for a Complexion, 
(P. 45.)* To which he adds, that no Reaſons can 
be aſſigned for a Blackneſs of the Skin, or even 
EE E : black 


(#6) 


2 black Spots, but „ Blows, the Plague, : a Pete- 


chial Fever, Scurvy, or Staruing: Now as it is 
plain (to him at leaſt) neither of the former could 


be her Caſe, it is a preſumptive Proof the Diſ- 
colouration of Skin can only be alcribed to the 
laſt, p. . 

Upon the Whole, he declares his Opinion, that 


he has fully proved the Probability of the Suffi- 


| ciency of Food to preſerve Life; that ſhe had 
Strength enough remaining for her Eſcape, and 
that the Symptoms deſcribed cannot be accounted 
fror otherwiſe than he has mentioned; and therefore 
he begs the Strangenels of the Story may not be 
an Hindrance to the Belief of it, (ibid.)“ 
There are, in this Pamphlet, a number of In- 
ſtances produced in ſupport of what is advanced, 
which as they are not very well choſen, I ſhall take 


no Notice of at preſent, nor of his ther Remarks, 


which indeed, are very trifling, in Vindication of 
the Girl. 

But an Author of greater Importance demand 
your Attention, whoſe Station in the World 
renders him more diſtinguiſned; Dr. Daniel Cox. 
His Treatiſe upon this Subject has been very well 
received by the Public, to "whom he appeals ; and 
his Arguments are, by ſome, thought to be inex- 
pugnable. 


Introductions may, for the moſt Part, be looked 


on as Apologies for their reſpective Authors, and 
ſeem calculated more to recommend themſelves, 
than explain their Intentions ; this may more eſ- 
pecially be ſaid of the Writers upon this Topick : 
Wherefore, as I have hitherto negle&ed taking 
Notice of thoſe of others, the Doctor muſt forgive 
me for doing the ſame by his, and proceeding to 
what is more immediately conformable to my De- 
fign; which is, to review the Reaſoning he ly 
to evince the Truth of — $ Story. 


! J 2 4 - 
2 * | 3 5. 7 : 
id 5 8 - by, ; . 


C0}: 
Bl. He conſiders the very fair Character this 


Si.rl had till now maintained, as ſtrongly counte- 
7 nancing the Belief of her Tale *. 


Secondly, He undertakes to prove, by proper 
| Teſtimonics, the Falſehood of ſome of che Slanders 
that have been thrown out againſt her. (7579. p. 14.) 
In Order to this, he tells us, that, On |S 

* April the 19th, 1753, at the Deſire of a Gentleman 
of Fortune, he went to Mr. Marſhall's, a Cheeſe- 


9 monger in Fore- Street, where Elizabeth Canning 


dwelt, to enquire into the Foundation of a Report 


4 every where ſtrongly aſſerted, that a Midwife had 
made Information before the Lord Mayor, that ſhe 


had viſited the Mother of Elizabeth Canning a few 

1 * after the Girl's Return Home, had ſeen her 

: Shift, and that it was % clean to have been worn {ſo 

long as had been pretended. 

2 He ſent for Mrs. Canning, the Mother of the 
: Girl, to Mr. Marſball's Houſe, and in his Parlour; 
in the Preſence of himſelf, and another ſubſtantial 
Y Tradeſman, examined her concerning this Matter: 

That without offering any leading Queſtions, he 
* enquired whether the Midwife had ſeen, and faid 
any Thing about her Daughter's Shift? And the 
& Purport of Mrs. Canning's Anſwer was as follows : 

| 4 That the Mid wife deſired to ſee the Girl's Shift, 


3 which ſhe came Home in; that ſhe examined it, and 


* faid; ſhe would make Oath that, from the Appear- 


3 1 the Shift, the Girl had had no Commerce with 


Men, nor any Diſtemper, or other Diſcharge z for 
that the Shift was free from all kind of Stains, of 


= uſed Words to this general Effect. He then aſked 
ber if the Midwife expreſſed any Doubt of that 
2 Shift's being the Shift the Girl had worn ſo long? 
And ſhe replied, No, not in the leaſt. He then 
A | aſked Mrs, e if ſhe believed the Shift was the 
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1 28 * 
lame her Daugbter had on on New-Year ' Day? 


dirty enough to have been worn ſo many Days? 
And ſhe anſwered, it was very dirty at the Sleeves 


and the Neck, but cleaner in the Body, and to her 


Belief might have been worn ſo Jong. (ibid. p. 15, 
TO, 17. 

One Mrs. nder who happened to be pre- 
ſent when the Midwife was with Mrs. Canning, 


being ſent for, was interrogated in like Manner, by 


the Doctor, (Mrs. Canning being previouſly put 
out of the Room) whole Anſweis correſponded in 
every Particular, ** as to the Soil upon the Sleeves 
and Neck of the Shift, the Freedom from Stains on 
the lower Parts, and the. Declaration of the Mid- 


wife. (p. 18. + 
Ind a former Viſit the Doctor made at t Mr. 5 
Marſhall's on the zoth of March, the firſt Time Be 


ever ſaw Elizabeth Canning, being alone with her, 
he enquired whether before her going from Home, 


on New-Year's-Day, ſhe had been regular in her 
- Courſes ? She replied, without any Heſitation, that 


ſhe had not had them for about five Months before. 
That one Night, being up at Waſhing, when ſhe 
was out of Order, ſhe took Cold, and they ceaſed, 


nor had returned again but iner ſhe came Home: = 


She replied, ſhe believed ſhe went out in that Shift 
on New- Year's: Day. He queſtioned her as to the 
Soil upon the Shift, and whether ſhe thought it was 


This, we are told, is no uncommon Caſe with Ser- 


vants, who are obliged to dabble in cold Water 
the Obſtructions frequently continuing for ſome 
e without ny great Complaints of Ulnels. 8 


"Her Coſtiveneſs, he obſerves, ought. not to be 


wade an Objection to the Credibility of her Story, 
« as this State of the Inteſtines was quite natural to 


her, and may be efteemed the principal natural : 
aa of the Preſervation of har _— which, under 
ſuch 
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„ 
ſuch a limited Diet, frequent inteſtinal Evacuations 
would probably have deſtroyed, and which Coſtive - 
nels might have continued ſeveral Months, had ber 
Diet been the ſame. (p. 20.) | 
Two other Pieces of Slander to be refuted, are, 
that her Abſence was occaſioned for the Sake of 
a Salivation, or in Order to lie in. Theſe Facts 
the Doctor examined into, as he relates in this 


Manner. | 


On Wedneſday, May 9, he looked into Elizabeth 


Canning's Mouth, diſcovered no Marks or Scars, 


ſuch as are uſually cauſed by Mercury when any 
one is ſalivated: Her Skin was diſcoloured, of a 
blackiſh Hue, her Arms retaining that Colour on 
the 3oth of March, whereas a Salivation leaves the 
Skin fair and pale. Neither was the Time of her 


Abſence long enough for ſuch a Proceſs, without 


leaving ſome Degree of ſpitting, and a fore Mouth, 
when ſhe came Home. (p. 22,) 
As a Confutation of the other Piece of Scandal, 
we are told, that on Tueſday May 13, he took with 
him Mrs. Oaks, firſt Mid wife to the Lying - in- Hoſ- 
pital, in Brown/ow-Street, who firſt examined her 
alone, by the uſual Methods; after which, he him- 
ſelf examined her Breaſts and Belly; and /aftly, that 
Mrs. Roſſiter and Mrs. Woodward made a full Exa- 
mination, in the Preſence, and under the Inſtruction 
of Mrs. Oaks; when the three good Women and 
the Doctor moſt ſagaciouſly concurred in Opinion, 
and all declared their Belief, that Elizabeth Canning 


bad never had a Child. (p. 23.) 


As to the other Charges, ſuch as her being ab- 
ſent with a Lover, and the like, it is ſaid, one 
general Reply may ſerve for all, let their Truth be 
proved, and they will not fail gaining Aſſent.“ And 


1n this Author's Opinion, it is incumbent on the 


Girl's Adverſaries, while they rely on the Gipſy's 
Alibi to prove her innocent, they ſhould produce 
2 „„ e ſome 
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nounce her guilty. (p. 24. 
Thirdly, The Doctor undertakes, by comparing 


the Evidence of Virtue Hall and Elizabeth Can- 


#ing, and from their Agreement in ſome Particulars, 


* 


both. 5 ; 
Under this Head he remarks, „That whatever 


and Difference in others, to deduce the Truth of 


Methods of threatening Mr. Fielding might uſe, to 


induce Virtue Hall to become an Evidence in an 
Affair in which ſhe appeared 7o be an Accomplicey, 
he could not frighten her to give a fal/e Evidence; 
neither could Mr. Salt, Canning's Solicitor, who 
took down her Information in Writing in another 
Room, in the Preſence of at leaſt ſeven or eight 
Perſons, have prompted her Confeſſion, becauſe 


there are ſeveral Parts of Hall's Evidence, Mr. Salt : 


could not have learned from his Examination of 
Canning, ſince Canning herſelf had never mentioned 
them, nor could have known them. It any one 


had corrupted Hall, there muſt be ſome Time ſettled 
For her Corruption; and ſhe muſt have been able by 


this Time to point out the Corruptor, and the Re- 


ward for Corruption. (p. 25.) © She ſwore to Facts 


when ſhe was under 10 Biaſs with Reſpect to the 


Matter of her Evidence, and her Recantation ſince, | 


meerly as fuch, whether on Oath or ſimple Decla- 
ration, does not invalidate that Evidence; ſince the 
ſubſequent Teſtimony of one, who, while ſhe is 


making it, declares ſhe was before forſworn, is no 
| Teſtimony at all, either in Law or common Senſe. 


Beſides, her Evidence was declared upon the Oath 
of one, whoſe Oath was then voluntary, and who 
muſt know whether what the ſwore was true or 


falſe, and correſponds with the Evidence of the 
Proſecutor in every material Article they might 


Jointly know, and differs only in ſuch Points which 


they might ſeparately know, and is moreover ſup. 


ported 
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ported by ſeveral collateral Teſtimonies. (p. 27.) 
which chiefly reſpect the following Points. (p. 41.) 
„ The Identity of the Gipſy Woman, and her 
Reſidence at, or about Endfield Waſh, from the 
Middle of December laſt, to February the firſt, at- 
teſted by near one hundred Witneſſes, living in the 
Neighbourhood of Enfield. (ibid.) Ce 
The Teſtimonies of two or three Perſons who 
ſaw a Girl on the Enfield Road, on the Evening on 
which Canning ſays ſhe eſcaped from Mother Wells's. 
One of them, Thomas Bennet of Enfield, mentions 


2 remarkable Circumſtance, that ſhe aſked him the 


Way to London, and told him ſhe had been frightened 
by the Tanner*s Dog. (p. 42.) | 5 
& The, Acknowledgment of their Guilt both 
from Mother Ye/ls, and the Giply Woman. The 
former to ſeveral Perſons at different Times in 
Clerkenwell Priſon before the Trial, and the latter 
during the Trial, in the Hearing of ſeveral credible 
Witneſſes ; one of which, Mr. Hickman, a Diſtiller 
in Biſhopſgate-Street, ſwears, that he was preſent at 

the Trial of Mary Squires, and heard the ſaid 

Squires ſay, Poor innocent Creature, and ſo I did; 1 
wiſh I had never ſeen her, —Mr. Mead, a Shoe- 
maker in Silver-Sireet, maketh Oath, that he heard 


Mary Squires ſay, that he (Lyon) was a venerable 


old Gentleman, and would hang her, and that Virtue 
Hall could ſave Mother Wells, and hang ber; but 
that Mother Wells was as guilty as ſhe. Mr. Surby 
of $:/ver-Street ſwears the ſame, with this Addition, 
that the poor young GEN TLE WOMAN, meaning FAi- 
zabeth Canning, bad been ill uſed. (p. 43, 44.) 

The Affidavits reſpecting Mother Wells's Con- 
feſſion, mention her uſing this Expreſſion to one 
Witneſs, Mr. Olney, a Farmer and Grazier, at 
Northawe, in the County of Hertferd: It was not 


me that cut the Girl's Stays off, it was the Gipſy 
= Woman that did it. To two other Witneſſes, Mr. 


Jones, 


"io; 
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Jones, a Founder in Sboe-Lane, and to Mr. Ward, 
2 Breeches-Maker in Maiden- Lane, Southwark, ſhe 
acknowledged, that the Girl was connfined in her 
Hens eight and twenty Days. (p. 45. 
The Enfield Witneſſes are preſumed to be the 


moſt likely in the right, becauſe the Gipſy Woman 
they ſwear to is the very identical Perſon that was 


taken from Mother MWells's on the firſt of February, 


was carried publickly in a Cart, in the View of many 
of theſe Witneſſes, to Juſtice Ty/hmaker.— She was 
afterwards committed to Newgate, where ALL theſe 
Witneſſes have again ſeen, and owned her, and the 
Gipſy herſelf told an Alderman, and the Doctor, 


that ſhe was almoſt fourſcore Years old; whence he 


infer: that ſhe is a Subject not very likely to ramble 
in the Depth of Winter 140 Miles, or to travel the 
Country any where as a Dealer in Handkerchiefs, 
Sc. ſince this is an Occupation rather ſuited to 
younger Pedlars.— Whereas the Gipſy taken at 
Enfield, is ſpoken of there as going about the Coun- 
try, pretending to tell Fortunes, and mend China. 
Perhaps there may be two Gipſy Women ſo much 
alike, as that the honeſt Witneſſes may have ſworn 


5 what they believe to be true. (p. 48.) 


The Doctor concludes, * that as his Deſign was 


to produce Evidence of Matters of Fact; if he has 
done this in a ſatisfactory Manner, it will be of 


ſmall Uſe to anſwer the Objections made to the 
Probability of ſome Part of the Story, ſince all 


Facts ceaſe to be improbable, when proved to be 
true, and their Truth is not to be evinced "oF Rea- 

ſoning but Evidence. (p. 48.) 
We have now gone chrough thoſe Pieces that 
have been owned by their Parents; there have been 


ſeveral others publiſhed, to which the reſpective 


Authors have not affixed their Names, prevented 
perhaps by their Modeſty or Obſcurity. Neverthe- 
* there are among them that are not quite ſo 

| con- 


contemptible, as the judicious Mr. Ded ſeems to 
think *, and it is poſſible in the ſubſequent Obſer- 
voations I may make Uſe of ſome of them. _ 
But firſt, it may not be amiſs to recapitulate the 
* Evidence offered in Behalf of Canmng.— All the 
F ſuppoſed Improbabilities attending her Narrative 
are confuted : Sufficient Reaſons are aſſigned for the 
> Belief of it; and the Validity of Virtue Hall*s 
2 Teſtimony is eſtabliſhed beyond Contradiction, even 
2 notwithſtanding her Recantation, in the Opinion 
of Meſſrs. Fielding, Dod, and Cox.— By the latter 
we are allo aſſured, that her Character is free from 
Reproach, nd her Perſon from any Suſpicion of 
having been falivated, or delivered of a Child. 
Witneſſes by Hundreds (for it is reported ſince the 
Doctor's Publication, they have had very conſider- 
able Reinforcements) are ready to provethe Preſence 
and Abode of the old Gipſy, in or about Enfizld, 
before, at, and after the Time of the Robbery.— 
! To theſe are added, the Criminals Acknowledg- 


St 


ment of their own Guilt. 8 | 
Well, perhaps you will aſk, can the moſt per- 
tinacious of the Girl's Opponents require any 
= ſtronger Proofs? Are not thele ſufficient to con- 
vince the molt. obſtinate Unbelievers? No; the 
have not yet produced this wiſhed for Effect: There 
are ſtill Infidels, and not a few ſuch ; I confeſs my- 
ſelf to be of their Number; but you will expect 
me to ſhew ſome Reaſons for my Incredulity : 
Wherefore, though I do not altogether admit 
Doctor Cox's Paſtulatum, vig T hat it is by the Teſti- 
= mony of Evidence Alox that the Truth of any Fatt 
can abſolutely be determined; yet I flatter myſelf, 
that my Opinion will not appear deſticute of ſome 
Evidence, ſuch Evidence as, I believe, the warmeſt 
Advocate for the other Side of the Queſtion wall 
hardly diſpute he Credit or Veracity of. 
* Phyjical Account, p. 6. 

3 | The 


„ 
The firſt Witneſs I ſhall call is Elizabeth Camning, | 


even the ſame Elizabeth Canning who firſt propa- 
gated this Story, and upon whole. Reputation it has 


ſtead of being conjiant, uniform, and invariable, as her 9 


Fautors have aſſerted, teems to me raſb, inconſonant, 
and ever changing, and in its own Nature and Ar- 
rangement ſufficient 0 diſcountenance my. Belief 
of it. 

It appears from a printed paper, called her Caſe, 
which was ſo induſtriouſly, though unjuſtifiably, diſ- 


DEE 
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been ſo earneſtly eſpouſed. Her Teſtimony, in- 
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perſed by her Friends, that when this Gir! thought : 


convenient to make her Appearance, upon buing 


aſked where ſhe had been, ſhe could give 710 0! Sor F 
Account, than that ſhe had been confined in a Houſe n 
the Hertford ſhire Road, which ſhe knew by ſeeing the 
Coachman .who drove ber Mijireſs into hat Connery: 5 


poſs by, tyrou h a Hole in the Window *. 


It eis clear from. hence, that, at this Time, ſhe 4 
neither knew the particular Place of her Confine- 


ment, or the Perſon. or Perſons, who had ſo mal- 


treated her: But he Houſe of that notorious Woman, v 
bell known by the Name of MoTner WELLs, be- 


tween Enfield Waſh, and Waltham Croſs, was 


IMMEDIATELY SUSPECTED, 


It would have been greatly faisfactory to have 4 
been informed from whom this Suſpicion firſt aroſe, © 
Well known as this Woman and her Houſe is ſaid 


to be, it may be preſumed very few of the Perſons |! 
who were preſent with this Girl the firſt Night of her 
Viſibility after her Concealment, had even heard 


of, much leſs could have been acquainted with a 
itle Hedge Bawdy-houſe ten Miles from London; 


it would be injurious to the Repute they live with 
in the World to entertain ſuch a Suppoſition. In 


Truth, this Suſpicion was firſt ſuggeſted oy an idle 


See A. pendix, N. 1. 
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inf gnificant Fellow, who had long frequented it, 
and to whom the Rooms and Windows were well 
known, his Name | 

The Hint was no ſooner ſtarted, than it was una; 
nimouſly agreed, that it muſt be true; and upon 
this Foundation, and only this, (for it is evident 
ſhe had no certain Knowledge of her own) this An- 
happy young Woman was taken before the fitting 
Alderman, and in his Preſence {wore poſitively ta 


J her having been robbed and confined by Mother 
Wells; . accordingly a Warrant was granted for 
the apprehending only Mother Wells. It is indeed, 


without ſome Proof, almoſt incredible to think an 
innocent unpracticed Girl ſhould thus boldly at 
once run the Hazard of a Perjury ; therefore, to re- 
move all Doubts of the Truth of what! aſſert, I 
have annexed the Copy of the original Warrant, 
granted by Alderman Chitty*, 

It was at this Examination the gave that errone- 
ous Delcription of her preteaded Priſon, mentioned 
by Dr. Hill; a Deſcription. ſo deſtitute of every 


yp Circumſtance 6 to its Credibility, that it is 


ſurpriſing ſhe was not immediately abandoned by 
all, as ſhe in Reality was by ſome, who, while they 


1 thought her injured and innocent, had eſpouſed her 


Cauſe with equal Zeal, 
Atſter having thus wilfully and -recipitarihy {worn 
againſt the Liberty and Life of a Woman, it is 


not even pretended ſhe had ever heard of but by the 


Conjecture of thoſe about her, what may ſhe not 
be preſumed capable of ſaying, or ſwearing? Surely 
this alone ought to have rendered her Evidence 


+ The Name is not omitted out of any Regard to the 
Man, but only as it is poflible he may appear as a Witneſs on 
the future Trial, the Inſertion of it may be conſtrued as an 
Intention to prejudice him in the Opinion of the Court. 

Ses Appendix No. 2. 
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not only ſuſpected, but entirely diſbelieved: And 


it is not a little wonderful to obſerve, what a Pro- 


ficient this Novice ſuddenly becomes in the My- 
ſtery of Information- making: With what Facility 
ſhe ſwallows Oath after Oath, only now and then 
contradicting, adding, or altering a few tritling 


| Circu mitances, 


But to proceed, On the firſt of February a con- 


fiderable Poſſe was raiſed, a Coach, a Chaile, and 
Horſemen, to attend the Execution of the Warrant; 
when behold, this poor, honeſt, innocent, ſimple Girl 


(as Mr, Fielding affects to call her) charges an old 
Gipſy Woman, who happened accidentally to be there, 
with the ſame Fact ſhe had before abſolutely ac- 

cuſed Wells of; and ſhe, who had before poſitively © 
{worn 1t againſt the latter, now as poſitively, before 


another Magiſtrate, ſwears it againſt the former: 


And as ſhe was induced to the one meerly by the 
Suggeſtion of her Friends, 10 perhaps ſhe was pre- 


vailed on to the other by a Motive ot equal Weight, \F 


tbe Prediction of the Old Bailey Fortune: teller. 7 
The Giply and Mother Wells were hereupon © 
committed to different Priſons; the latter not 


charged withany particular Offence by Canning, but | 


only for keeping a diſorderly Houſe: Yet this was 


not ſufficient to convict the old Woman, where- 


fore it was neceſſary to find another Witnels, to 


corroborate the Teſtimony of the Girl; and in Or- 
der to this, it was equally needful to find another 
Magiſtrate to take a freſh Information from Can- 


ning; and who could be ſo fit for their Purpole as 
Juttice Fielding, who, according to himſelf, has 
had notable Succeſs in detecting Falſehood and Per- 


| jury! (Fielding, p. 58.) 


Accordingly, February the 7th, the young Gen- 
tlewoman is carried in a Chair before his Worſhip 
in 1 Bow: Street, attended by her Solicitor, Mr, Salt, 

with 


161 
with her Information ready drawn up inÞWriting, which 
being read to her, ſhe as roundly ſwore to this, 
as ſhe had done to any of the former : Here be 
pleaſed to obſerve, what a rapid Progreſs ſhe makes 
en in this Buſineſs of ſwearing, within the Space of 
NZ little more than three Weeks. This Child, in Years 
' os well as Underſtanding, who, on the 29th of Ja- 
n= - > mary, could give no Account, but what has been 
nd = before related, who, on the 3 iſt of the ſame Inſtant, 
tz could give but a very impertect Deſcription of the 
il Place of her Confinement, who had clearly ac- 
Id Kknowledged herſelf miſtaken in the Perſon of her 
re, Perſecutor, can, before Mr, Fielding, exactly de- 
> ſcribe the Dreſs of the two Men that robbed her 
ly in Moorfelds, viz. that they had brown bob Wigs on, 
Tre and Drab-coloured great Coats: And at the Old 
r: Bailey, about a Fortnight afterwards, ſpeaks to their 
he Size, that they were /uſty Men. — At the ſame 
re- Place alſo, ſhe adds a Circumſtance forgot before 
ht, his Worſhip, that they put an Handkerchief to her 
MʃaMʃioutbh, and tied her Hands behind her. — At the 
on Juſtice's ſhe knew the Hour ſhe arrived at Mother 
ot #Hells's, becauſe ſhe heard it mentioned by ſome in the 
but Houſe: On the Trial, becauſe it was three Hours or 
vas better to Day-ligbi.— She can now likewiſe recollect 
re- all the Company that were in the Kitchen ſhe was 
3 frſe brought into.— In her Information ſhe ſays, one 
Jr- *, of the Men took off her Cap at Wells's : At the 
Old Bailey ſhe ſwears Nothing was taken from her | 
there but her Stays. — Before his Worſhip, ſhe was l 
put into a Room without any Furniture, and there | 
locked in; before the Court, there was a Grate, and 
many other Particulars, and that ſhe did not know 
whether the Door was faſtened or not. — Before the 
former, that ſhe had often heard the Name of Mrs. 
or Mother Wells called upon, whom fhe under ſtood 
0 ve the Miſtreſs of the Houſe: (A Circumſtance, 
nth which if before remembered, would have immedi- 
= IB = RE | os * ately 


Eo FE Ws 


„ 38 * 

ately pointed out the Houſe, without being obliged 
to have Recourſe to Conjecture :) Before the latter 
this is not mentioned, nor does ſhe pretend ever to 
have ſeen Mother Wells in her Life, till ſuch Time 
as ſhe went down afterwards to take her up. — 
Laſtly, before the Juſtice ſhe ſwore, that ſhe had 
conſumed all ber Bread and Water on Friday the 
26th of January, and continued without having any 
Thing to eat or drink, until the Monday following : 
Before the Court, that ſhe did not finiſh her Water 
Ptill about half an Hour before Joe got out f of the 
Roo 

I cannot omit one Obſervation more; it is no- 
torious that ſhe, at firſt, aſſerted, and confirmed 
that Aſſertion upon Oath, that ſhe had been con- 
fined in a DARK Room; this is ready to be atteſted 
by Meſſieurs Roberts, Miles, Marſhal, Garrard, Bry- 
don and King f. On the contrary, it is as well known 
to be a very LicaT Room, (the very Name of a 
Mork. ſbop implies as much) with two Windows in 
ir, the half ot one of which only was boarded up : 
Now, though ſhe might over-look, or not recollect 
about a Cart-load of other naw og it is im- 
poſſible ſhe ſhould not have diſtinguiſhed DA RKk- 
xess from LIoHT; and ſo conſcious does ſhe 
ſeem of the Force of this Objection, that both 
before Mr. Fielding, and the Court, ſhe carefully 
avoids repeating this Circumſtance, and oaly lays 
it was a Back- Room. 

Let any impartial Perſon ſeriouſly weigh the 
whole Tenor of this Girl's Teſtimony, as it ſtands 
connected, and will it not appear from the firſt to 
laſt, precipitate, incongruous, and contradictory ? 
It is an Axiom in Law, that a Witneſs alledging | 
Contrarieties og ht not to be heard, ſurely then not 
to be believed ; and that an Oath i 10 1 ble, and 


See Appendix, No. 3. + Did No. 1. . 
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cannot be admitted, partly irue and par tly falſe ; 
Z Reaſon clearly confirms the Truth of this Maxim: 


Was it theretore fitting that the Life of the moſt 
contemptible of human Beings ſhould be even put 
in Danger by ſuch Evidence? Much lels, that three 
Perſons, (for two more were proſcribed, and a Price 


ſer upon their Heads) ſhould be given up Victims 


to this Heap of Inconſiſtencies: The Jury are in 
no Sort culpable for their Verdict, ſeeing it is not 
to be preſumed they could know any more than 


what was offered to them on the Trial: Thoſe 


People alſo, whoſe Opinion has been guided only 
by the Seſſions-Paper, are, in ſome Sort, excuſable; 
but what ſhall be ſaid for thoſe who were privy to 
every Part of this obſcure Tranſaction, and who, 


> ncvertheleſs, obſtinately perſiſted to encourage this 


Proſecution ; but that their Conduct therein cer- 
tainly merits the higheſt Cenſure, and the Meaſures 


employed to compals the Death of the old Gipſy, 


were ſich as cannot be, in any Shape, vindicated : 


wt But of this laſt, more hereafter. | 
> Ts it poſſible that any Thing offered ſhould ever 
Prevail to perſwade a Belief of a Teſtimony ſo in- 


coherent in itſelf? Certainly what 1s urged appears 
but very indifferently calculated to anſwer this Fur- 


4 poſe; the Oath of a Perſon profeſſedly infamous, 
the Oath of Virtue Hall, and this obtained in ſuch 


a Manner, and under ſuch Circumſtances, as greatly 
invalidates its Credibility. ö 

By a Paragraph in the Daily Paper, publiſhed 
under the acknowledged Patronage of the Juſtice, 
or his Clerk, we are told, that Virtue Hall was 


apprehended by a Warrant granted from Mr. Field- 
ing, on Thurſday February the 8th, and being brought 


before him. was under Examination from fix *till 


twelve at Might; when, after many hard Struggles, 
and ſtout Denials of the Truth, ſhe, at length, con- 
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this Information till the 13th or 14th, (for the 
Head and Tail of it differ in that Reſpect) and then 
but with great Reluctance. 


be ſomewhat difficult to reconcile them to a com- 
able Cauſe for thoſe Tears and Tremors, or thoſe 


Prevarications and Contradifions, which were ma- 


ſhip on the 14th; unleſs we may be allowed to 


this Light, and this only, this Tranſaction appears 
"of the Gip Woman and Wells, (p. 10.) are, in them- 


of either of them to dc her any Injury. 


would confeſs the whole Matter . 
Was it improper or unneceſſary for the Publick 


that Purpole : What they were, or by whom, may 


not be politively known ; nevertheleſs, while People 
labour under Uncertainty, they will be apt to form 


See Appendix, No. 4. | Clear State, 5. 39. 
5 Con- 


22 the Wor. — By Mr. Fielding himſelf we - 
are told, ſhe could not be prevailed on to make 


The ſame Authority may be preſumed 1 to ſup- 
port the Belief. of both theſe Accounts, but it may 


mon Underſtanding, or, if this Witneſs had, on 
the 8th, confeſſed the Whole, to aſſign any reaſon- 


nifeſt in her, on her Appearance before his Wor- 


aſcribe it to her being conſcious of the Falſehood 
of what ſhe had before ſaid, and was therefore un- 
willing to confirm that Falſehood by Perjury. In 


to me; for what elſe had ſhe to dread ? Her Fears 


ſelves, perfectly ridiculous, as, by a Compliance, 
ſhe would moſt effectually put it out of the Power 


Mr. Fielding ſays, That Virtue Hall was in 
his Houſe above an Hour or more before he was at 
Leiſure to ſee them, during which Time, and before 
he had ever ſeen her, he was INFORMED that foe 


to know who this Informant was? It is unnatural 
to imagine tnis Conceſſion could have been obtained 
without ſome Practices having been employed for 


Conjectures, II- natured, and, perhaps, inen 
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Conjectures; and ſhould they attribute theſe Prace- 


tices to his Worſhip's Clerk, or Mr, Solicitor Salt, 


they may, poſſibly, think they have Reaſon for ſo 


doing, by ſuppoſing their ſuperior Knowledge, and 
long "Converſe i in Affairs of this Sort, made them 
more capable than others. 

Would not any Perſon conclude, from the Man- 


ner! in which this Part of the Matter is related, that 


the taking Hall's Examination, and her Information, 
in Writing, was the Buſineſs of only one Day, even 
of the 14th Day of February ? Is there, in this 
Clear State of the Caſe, any, the leaſt, Hint given, 
whereby it might be collected, that there had 


been any previous Examination and Confeſſion? 
Yet that there was one is evident, not only from 


the before-recited News-Paper, but, alſo, from a 
long laboured Paragraph in another of the ſame 
Date, a Paper particularly retained in the Service 


ol the Profecution, and which was conſidered of 


ſo great Conſequence, as to deſerve a Place two 
Days ſucceſſively“. 
But why was ſo material a Circumſtance omitted, 


2 eſpecially in the Detail of a Piece of Evidence upon 
2 wwbich the principal Credit of this Story was to depend; 

2 Evidence ſaid to be altogether Convincing and lnſur- 
mountable + , and, in every other Reſpect, ſo mi- 
2 nutely reported? Is it agreeable to that Candour 
the worſhipful Author profeſſes, and which, for 

the moſt Part, diſtinguiſhes his Proceedings? 1 


would be Cruelty to infinuate it was done with a 
View to miſlead his Readers; therefore we will 
only aſcribe it to the extream Hurry in which this 
Caſe was drawn up, for this might be forgot as well 
1 as other Obſervations, 


Since then it is clear there were two Examinations, 


ver Unwillingneſs to Nele her Evidence on the 


Adpendiæ, No. 5, = " Þ Supra, p. 9. 
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late, 0 for to that Mr. Fielding ſeems chiefly to allude) 
_ was, indeed, unnatural, as ſhe muſt kave come pre- 
pared *: In this Dr. Cox and | are agreed, and for 
the Time neceſſary for her being corrupted C, if any 
ſuch Thing was attempted, ſuppoſe it ſhould be 
lettled to have been among thoſe Days that inter- 
vened between the two Examinations. It might 

be judged prudent to allow her this Time, that 


the ſhould the better recollect, or be put in mind of 


fuch Points, as ſhe might know ſeparately from Can- 
ning || : And ſo remarkable was their Care to pre- 
vent her being tampered with by any, — but her 
Accuſers and their Friends, that no Perſon was per- 
mitted to ſee her in the Gate-Houſe, before the 
Trial at the Old Bailey, but ſuch as brought a Paſs- 
port from Mr. Salt. Whether this Caution will, 
by the Impartial, be conſtrued to ſavour more of 
Wiſdom than Fear, (the Fear, I mean, leſt a Con- 
feſſion ſo hardly obtained, ſhould as willingly be 


retracted) I will not take upon myſelf to determine 
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but, this I know, the Fact is true, nor, dol believe, A 


they will venture to deny it 


It may be further remarked, that Virtue Hall 3 
ſteadfaſtly denied any Knowledge of Canning before 


Mr. Tyhhemaker, and ſhe as ſtrongly maintained 


the ſame before Mr. Fielding, for the Space of fix 


Hours. What Reaſon then can be aſſigned why her 


Denial might not be as true as her Confeſſion ? Did 


it not, in Reality, deſerve a greater Share of Credit, 


having been ſo long and ſo reſolutely inſiſted on, 
and, morcover, ſtrengthened by the Depoſition of 


Fudith Natus? And what was there to counte- 
nance a contrary Belief? Nothing, but a Story, 
| acknowledged by the 7 himſelf, to be frrange, 


'® Cox's Appeal, p 45 1 Bid. | See Cox” 5, 15 27. 
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e and ſcarce crediblen. There appeal 


little Room to doubr, that had ſhe been required 
to {wear to the Truth of the former, bur ſhe would 
have complied without Heſitation; and it is ad- 


9 mitted ſhe could not be prevailed on to the latter, 


till ſhe was threatned to be proſecuted as a Felon. 
Can ſuch an Oath be called voluntary? Does it not 
rather imply, that it was previouſly reſolved, that 


E nothing ſhould be granted to be Truth, but what 


would ſerve the Purpoſe of. the intended Proſecu- 
tion! 5 
A regular Deduction of this Woman's Evidence, 


1 may, poſſibly, contribute to explain the Reaſonable- 
nes of that Concordance that is ſeen between her 
2 Teſtimony, and that of Elizabeth Canning, upon 
which ſo great a Streſs is laid. — Virtue Hall, an 
1 ignorant Proſtitute, was, on the 8th Day of Febru- 
2 ary, apprehended, in conſequence of a Warrant, 
= by Perſons who went from London for that Pur- 
Z poſe, and who were cloſely attached to the Intereſt 
of her Adverſary : Hence it may be, not unfairly, 
2 preſumed, that after having taken her into Cuſtody, 
they might uſe ſuch Endeavours, as, to them, 
2 ſeemed convenient to draw from her what was moſt 
2 conducive to ſupport their own Opinion: She, con- 
ſcious of her own Demerits, and ſenſtble how greatly 
her diſſolute Courſe of Life expoſed her to the Pe- 
2 nalties of the Law, mizht (mcrely tor the Sake of 
2 evading her deſerved Puniſhment, or rendering it 
more ealy) be prevailed on to encourage a Belief 
2 ſhe could not but eaſily diſcern was pleaſing to 
her Perſecutors; and common Experience plainly 
proves, that moſt Men are readier to credit what 
= flatters, than what contradicts their Wiſhes. — 
Thus fully perſwaded of her Compliance, they 
Y hurry her be tore the Juſtice, and ſend to inform 


* Clear State, p. 13. 
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(4) 
him that ſhe would confeſs the whole Matter : But 


what muſt be his Worſhip's Surprize, as ſoon as 


he was at Leiſure to afford his Attendance, to find, 


that notwithſtanding all his Rhetorick to ſooth and 


comfort her, ſhe ſtubbornly perſiſted in an abſolute 


Denial, from fix o*Clock in the Evening, *till twelve 


at Ni oht ? When, being thoroughly convinced, that 
nothing ſhe could ſay on that Side the Queition 


would be believed, and that her Perſeverance in 


the ſame might ſubje& her to a more ſevere Treat- 


ment, her Conſtancy was, at laſt, ſubdued, and 
ſhe ſubmitted to ackowledge — whatever Was afted 


or defired of her. 


J his principal Point having been gained, PS was 1 


committed to the Cuſtody of Mr. Salt, Keeper of q 
the Gate Houſe, and Brother to Canning's Solicitor, 


where, as has been already obſerved, the Acceſs of 


all impartial Advice was effectually interdicted.— | 


On the 13th or 14th, her ſecond Appearance may 4 


be preſumed to have been before his Worſhip ; 


when, though ſhe had, as it is ſaid, before made ſo 3 


Full a Confeſſion, ſhe was ſtill very relufanthy, even 
not 'til! ſhe was threatned with a Proſecution, 


whereby her own Life might be endangered, brought 4 


to fgn or ſwear to che written Information. 


Reluctantly, I ſay, for Mr. Helding admits it to 1 
be ſo; and how could it be otherwiſe? Is there a 


Conſcience ſo ſteel'd againſt Remorſe, as to be in- 
ſenſible of thoſe Pangs that muſt neceſſarily ariſe 
from a Conſciouſneſs of being deliberately guilty of 


a Crime, that, in its Conſcquence, was intended 


to take away the Lives of Perſons the Accuſer her- 
ſelf knew to be guiltlels ? 


Can this Woman be faid to be under no Bias 


with reſpect to the Matter of her Evidence, as Dr. 6 


Cox infifts “? Surely this is all that was contended 2 


* Appeal, p. 27. 
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for: 6 Elſe why were all thoſe Lenitives and Corro- 
ſives applied? It was not becaule the ſtood mute; 
it was not becauſe ſhe would not ſwear at all; but, 


it was becauſe ſhe would not {wear to ſuch Matters 


as more peculiarly correſponded with the Inclina- 


tions of the Proſecutors. | 
The Premiſes being duly conſidered, it wodlll 


have appeared much more unaccountable, had not 
theſe two Informations coincided with each other, 
than that they did: It ſhall not be ſaid that Hall's 

Confeſſion was prompted by Mr. Salt*, but He was 


Canning's Solicitor z and therefore a little Partiality, 


in Favour of a Client, who afforded the Proſpect 
of ſuch pretty Pickings, might be excuſable: He 


had drawn her Information, and he beſt knew what 
was moſt expedient for the Priſoner in the Gate- 
Houſe (to whom he had free Admittance) to ſwear, 
in order to corroborate it: A few leading Queſtions, 


anſwered with a ſimple Affirmative, or Negative, 


(and Yes, or No, are ſoon ſaid) were ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy thoſe who were ſo willing to be ſatisfied; which 


might be the Caſe of the ſeven or eight Perſons 


+ mentioned to be preſent when he took down this 
laſt Information: And the Condition of Virtue 


Hall might be, that having once daubed her Fin- 
gers, ſhe was now under a Neceſlity of plunging 


over Head and Ears in the Dirt. Far be it from 
me to ſay theſe Things were ſo, but is it not a 


reaſonable Preſumprion ? ? 


The Conſideration of this Article has been al- 
ready ſpun out to an undeſirable Length, but it 
was the more neceſlary, it having been held, the 
Corner Stone whereon the Patrons of this miracu- 
lous Story, particularly Mr. Fiel. ding and Dr. Cox, 
have reſted the chicf Part of its Credibility : 
Though, notwithſtanding all theſe Opportunities 
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to have made theſe two Informations exactly tally 
together, there are ſtill Diſagreements obvious, 
even to a negligent Reader; therefore I ſhall not 


waſte any Time in pointing them out: But there is 


one remarkable Blunder well worth Notice, where 
Hall ſwears, that Friune Natus, and his Wife, 


after having laid eleven Weeks on a Bed of Hay, 


in the Ki: chin, until Thur/day the firſt of February, 


on the Evening of that Day, laid up in the Work-ſhop 
where Elizabeth Canning had been confined ; ſo that, 
as ſhe underſtood, it might be pretended that they had 


lain in the ſaid Work Joop for all the Time they had 
loiged in Wells's Heuſe*, and ſhe, afterwards, 

affirmed the ſame, of her own Accord, and that it 
was done by Mother Wells, to give a Colour to the 
Defence which Wells was io make, and which theſe 
People, in the Preſence of Virtue Hall, had agreed 


to ſwear to. Now it happens that Mother Wells 


was committed to Priſon on the Morning of this 
firſt of February, therefore it could not be done by 


her; and if this had been concerted before-hand, 
which is a Contradiction in itſelf, ſurely ſhe would 


have ſent them up thither, at leaſt, the Night be- 


fore, or as ſoon as Canning's Eſcape was diſcovered 


for it could anſwer no Purpoſe to ſend them there 
after her being taken up. 


Upon the Whole, 1s we d manifeſtly 


Pportraited in Canning's Evidence? Is there not very” 

ſufficient Cauſe to diſcourage any Belief of Hall's? 
Does it not therefore imply an Abſurdity to ima- 
gine that an Agreement between them, in ſome 


Particulars, can add any Sort of Weight to Teſti- 


monies, that, ſeparately conſidered, can make no 


Pretenſions to Credit? 


Mr. Fielding ſays, this Girl (Canning) cools * 


no Expectations of geting Money by this Attempt], 


Appendix, No. 6. + Clear State, p. 18. P. 22. 
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1 concur with him, that when ſhe firſt told her Tale, 


there is ſome Reaſon to believe ſhe had not: Never- 


theleſs, there was a Subſcription im mediataly ſet on 
Foot, at firſt, only privately among her Neigh- 


bours, but, in a few Day afterwards, this Tax 
upon the Humanity of the Publick, was more 


generally impoſed by the Diſtribution of what was 


called her Caſe : Donations were, in the Beginning, 


| aſked only for the better carrying on the Projecu- 


tions*, but, as early as the 14th of February, they 
were required as a Recompence to ihe poor Girl, for 

her Virtue, and the Miſeries ſhe had gone through: 
This was before the laſt Examination of this Mat- 
ter, and therefore that noble generous Lord could 
not be the firſt Propoſer of Reward ||: And though 
the Hope of Money might not be her primary 
Motive, it may not be unnatural to aff ign it as a 
Reaſon for her ſubſequent Perſeverance and Inffexi- 
bility. Her Character had been ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſned by her officious Friends, Subſcriptions 
came in a-pace, with many promiſing Preſages of 
future Advantages, all which muſt have, at once, 


fallen to the Ground, if ſhe had, in the leaſt, flinched 
or deviated in relating her Story: Theſe Things 
muſt have been ſtrongly imprinted on her Me- 


mory, and the Reflections ariſing from thoſe Im- 


preſſions might inſpire her with that Audacity, 


which was, afterwards, ſo evident in her Behaviour, 


and which was, indeed, ſo neceſſary to uphold her 


in her frequent Repetitions: : To this may be added, 


(fer Experience evinces the Obſcrvation) that the 
Weakneſs of her Underſtanding might render her 


inſenſible of thoſe Bluſhes, that ſuperior Talents 


could not have concealed. 


Is it an unreaſonable Preſumption to believe his 
Worſhip" $ fo very leben Appeal 5 may have con- 


* dipendia, No, 1, t Ibid . 7. | Clear State, p. 22, ;P. 12. 
duced 
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1 . 
duced more to the eſtabliſhing the Faith of this 
ill. contrived Fable, than the Weight of his Argu- 
ments? Popular Opinion is for the moſt Part go- 
verned by Authority, and Mr. Fielding's Judg- 
ment, in what more immediately concerns the hu- 
man Heart, has long held the Pre- eminence. Or 
is it an improbable Conjecture, to ſuppole it to have 
been ſo intended? The former might prevail with 
his Admirers, of whom he has deſervedly many; 
but ſurely he did not expect the latter could have 
had any great Force, even with thoſe molt feeble In- 
- zfellefts, ſuch as they are, Dr. Hill, thought them 
worth his Conſideration, to whom, if you think it 

neceſſary, you may refer, * 5 


The Advocates that have been employed, or 
who have forwardly engaged themſelves in the De- 
tence of this perplexed Affair, ſeem either wilfully 
or ignorantly to have miſtaken what ought to have 
been the chief Object of their Intentions : Inſtead 
of combating Shadows about Poſſibles and Probables, 
it greatly behoved them firſt of all to have aſcer- 
tained the Fas by ſome better Evidence. 53 

Thus the ingenious Mr. Dod, having very readi- 
ly yielded his own Aſſent to this Prodigy, thinks 
it incumbent on him to endeavour to reconcile it to 
the Belief of others, and without aſſigning any Rea- 
ſons for his Faith, ſets his Wits to work to unriddle 
thoſe Obſcurities Mr. Fielding had left unfolded. 
But fo unfortunate is he in the Execution of his 
_ Undertaking, that, inſtead of removing Doubts, 
he rather adds to them; for, was a lifeleſs Carcaſs, 
and ſuch he ſuppoſes her to be in Appearance, (p. 
22.) fit for the Occupation of a Gipſy, or a Pro- 
ſtitute? The Blow that is pretended to have ſtunned 
her, and thrown her into this long Fit, might as 
well have killed her; and it is moſt likely, that Ruf- *® 
fians fo ignorant, and undiſcerning, ſhould have 
imagined her in Reality dead; had they therefore, 
carried her in this Condition to this ſame Surgeon, 

7 > : as 


* 


2s a Sub ect for Diſſection, a tolerable Motive 


Gap). 


might be en for their Froese otherwiſe 


they are truly unaccountable. 


That this Girl was (p. 23). pred: 'ſbaſed t to what- 


ever Accigent might happen to her, may be ad- 


mitted ; but that this Accident was ſuch a Depri- 


vation of Food as ſhe pretended, or that ſhe ſub- 


ſiſted upon nothing but theſe hard Cruſts, and a 
Jug of Water, is not quite ſo clear. Yirtue Hall's 

Information explains the Conveyance of the latter; 
and ſurely it was of equal Importance to have given 


ſome Account of the Importation of the former, 
Is it cuſtomary for People to carry their offal Bread 


up Stairs, and ſcatter it in ſuch Quantities in a 


Lumber-Room, efpecially in the Country, where 


it may be made ſo uſeful to many Purpoſes? Or, is 
this Prodigality ſuitable to the known Indigence of 
theſe poor Wretches? Can it be ſuppoſed, that 
theſe Cruſts were induſtriouſly hoarded up, meerly 


to be made the Inſtruments of an intended Perſe- 


cution ? Or, were theſe Women endued with the 
Gift of Pre- ſcience, that they could fore-know they 
ſhould meet with an Object ſo tenacious of her 
Virtue, whereby they ſhould have an Occaſion to 
ule this Cruelty 2 Theſe are Objections that natu- 
rally occur, and were not improper to have been 
conſidered antecedent to a medical Diſcuſſion. 


A great Unhappineſs attends this learned Author, 


that nothing uſeful to the Cauſe he eſpouſes, or ex- 


lanatory of the Myſteries accompanying it, can 
be collected from his Phyfical Labours. He indeed 


plainly diſtinguiſhes his Dexterity in Index-hunting, 


by his injudicious Catalogue of Faſters; but un- 
luckily, there is not one among them that can be 


aid to be parallel to Canning's romantick Caſe, or 
that can in the leaſt ſtrengthen that Belief he is ſo 


deſirous to impoſe on the Publicx. Without tra- 
. — the Rubbiſh of . he might 
5 


haye 
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| "IM picked up an Inſtance that happened within 
this laſt halt Century, and very near Home, greatly 
reſembling, in many Particulars, the Tale he en- 


deavours to defend. It is of one RichARD Ha- 


THAWAY, a Boy in Years, in the Borough of South-. 


vark, who, Ike this Girl, from no apparent Mo- 


tive, pretended to have been perſecuted by, and 


ſought the Death of a poor old innocent Woman; 
like her he aſſumed the Pretext of Faſting, and, 


like hers, his Story, notwithſtanding the moſt evi- 


dent Proofs of its Falſchood had been manifeſtly 


produced, was firmly believed, and ſtubbornly de- 


tended by many, among whom may be numbered 


two Aldermen of the City of London, and a Doctor 


of Phyſick. This Deception, after having been 


carried on for near two Years, was at laſt unra- 


velled; he was tried, and convicted as an Impoſtor “. 
What has been may be again. 5 

Nor can this Gentleman's * Rcaſonings 
be ſaid to contribute much either to the Service of 
his Client, or the Information' of his Readers : But 
though he is diſpleaſed with the Ladies, that they 
ſhould ridicule this Innocent's Pretenſions to Virtuc, 
he has furniſhed a pretty Preſcription to ſuch of 


them as may have an Inclination to grow plump.— - 


Let them only ſleep in a damp Stone Kitchen, and 
thereby procure an Obſtruction of their common female 


Benefits: And if they are not happy in a naturally 


coſtive Habit of Body, let them be tied up by Art, 
then turn them into a cold Garret, and feed them 
plentifully with nothing but Sea-B:iſcuit, or hard 


Cruſis of Bread; (for thoſe he aifitins yield double 


the Nouriſhment of any Kind of F/z) if they are 
ever io lean, they will foon become fat. Probatum 

eſt by Mr. Dod, and confirmed by Dr. Cox +. 
Are we one Jot better inſtructed by his curious 
Pedigree of the Paſſions? How grievoully has he 
* Fpate Triels, Vol. 5. 1 Setra 29. 
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tortured rhat poor Monoſyllable Fear, meerly in 


Order to adapt it to the Uſe of his knotty Theme? 
And in Oppoſition to Nature's never-erring Uni- 
formity, he aſcribes to its Operations, contrary Ef- 


fects in the ſame Subject: Thus Fear is firſt em- 


ployed to numb this Girl's vital Faculties, and 


thereby to retard her attempting an Eſcape; and 


ſoon afterwards is made Uſe of to add Wings to her 


_ Flight, and ſupport her under its Fatigue T. Irre- 


concileable Contradiction! A better Cauſe might 
have been weakened by ſuch Defence. 
That ſhe (Canning) came Home in the Condi- 


tion he has deſcribed, is aſſerted by him to be a 
eve!l-known Fact: Nevertheleſs, to thoſe who have 
not had the Honour of being admitted of her Ca- 


binet-Counſel, there are many Circumſtances that 


 oppugn this Aſſurance. Was a Perſon labouring 


under theſe accumulated Infirmities fic to be carried, 


or able to travel ſo far, within the Space of two 


Days? The Conduct of her own Friends by no 
Means implies, that they were of Opinion ſhe was 


fo extremely weak as is repreſented ; for if they 


had ſo thought, would four hearty Men have lazily 


lolled in a Coach, and two healthy Women, one 
of whom was her Mother, have filled the covered 
Part of a Chaiſe, and placed her on a back Seat, ex- 
poſed to the Inclemency of the Weather, on che firſt 
of February; a Seat little inferior in Point of Eaſe, 
do riding on the Coach-box ? That they did ſo, is 


really true; her Companions in this extraordinary 


Expedition muſt all atteſt it: If they believed her 


to be fo feeble, or if ſhe truly was ſo, ſuch Ma- 
nagement is certainly incomprehenſible to a com- 


mon Capacity. 
That the ſeveral Symptoms enumerated did ac- 


= wal occur, we have no Authority to believe, ex- 
cept from the ſimple Aſſertion of dus W to 


T Supra 24. 
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oppoſe which it may be obſerved, that Mr. Backler 


the Apothecary, who, from the Beginning, attended 
her, ſays, at the Old Bailey only, that ber Voice was 
low, ber Pulſe ſcarcely to be felt, with cold Sweats 
that ſhe told him, ſhe had no Paſjage during her Con- 


Jinement, and that ſhe was then in ſuch a Condition 


that ſhe had a Glyſter adminiſtered to her the fame 
Day, which was often repeated, and after ſome Time 
relieved her *, We are told nothing here of the 
great C onſumption of Body, the livid Blackneſs of 
the Skin, the /eavineſs of the Head, or the Swell- 
ing of the Belly r. It is not to be preſumed, that 
this Gentleman would conceal any Circumſtance, 


which might add to the Horror of the Tale, or 


that might inſpire Pity for the Sufferer, eſpecially 
at that Place, and on that Occaſion. To what then 
can this Deficiency of ſo many Particulars be aſ- 
cribed ? It would be the higheſt Injuſtice to impute 
it to his Want of Diſcernment; rather let it be ac- 
knowledged, that the Girl at this Time made no 
other Complaints: The ſame treacherous Memory 
that could not at firſt recollect any Thing relative 
to the Place of her Confinement, might not imme- 

diately remember every Thing that affected herſelf. 
To what then ſhall this Redundance in Mr. Ded's 
Relation be attrivuted ? Noe that all theſe Symp- 
toms really did trouble her; but becauſe, in his 


Judgment, founded on the Sanctorian Doctrine, they L 


| ought to have attended any one in her pretended Si- 
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tuation, and therefore he fiſned for them; nor will it 4 


appear at all ſurpriſing, that ſhe, who could, after 


her laſt Enfield Expedition, ſo exactly particularize I 


the Contents of Mother Wells's Lumber- Room, 


might, with a little Aſſiſtance, as eaſily, after her 1 
Recovery, call to mind thoſe Particulars of her 


Afflictons, ſne had * while ſhe laboured un- 
der them. 


E  Seffions Paper, p p. 113 | + Supra 24. 
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J 
It was propoſed, by a Gentleman of the Faculty, 
whole Advice was very early aſked, to have got her 
0 into St. Bartholomew's- Hoſpital; this Propoſal was 
at firſt accepted, but when the ſame Gentleman, who 
XZ had given himſelf the Trouble to get an Order for 
| her Admitlion, came a few Days after, prepared 
with every other Neceſſary, even to ſo much as a 
Chair to carry her thither, that they might not be 
burthened with the leaſt Expence, he was told 
their Minds were changed, and that it was reſolved 
ſhe ſhould not go into any Hoſpital, — Had this 
humane Deſign taken Effect, there would have 
been no Opportunity of anſwering Objections ſome 
Months after the ſuppoſed Facts; ſeeing ſhe would 
there have been placed under the Care of Gentle- 
men, whole ſuperior Judgment would have imme- 
mediately prevailed over all the little Contrivances 
Fraud could ſuggeſt, and whoſe Integrity effec- 
tually ſhut the Door againſt any Suſpicion of Cor- 
ruption : Can any adequate Motive be offered why 
this benevolent Propoſition was rejected ? It could 
not be thought that it was unworthy her Birth, or 
Station in Life. Can any other Reaſon be given, 
but that. ſhe was apprehenſive of having her Ar- 
tifices detected? 5 e 
Dr. Cox's Evidences are, for the moſt Part, as 
unfortunate as the laſt mentioned Author's Argu- 
ments, inſomuch that they may, not improperly, 
be ſaid to betray the Cauſe they are intended to 
aſſiſt.— Thus, in Regard to the Doctor's En- 
quiries about the Cleanneſs of the Shift, after all 
his Pains to make a Diſcovery, we can learn no 
more, than that it was not quite ſo clean as when it 
was put on: For the Women only ſay, that it was 
very airty at the Neck and Sleeves, but cleaner in 
the Body“. Would there have been any Impro- 
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* Sutra 28, 


Priety 


(54) 


priety to have aſked, how Miſs employed herſelf 


in Mother Wellss Workſhop, that ſhe ſhould ſo 
greatly ſoil the Sleeves and Neck of the Shift ? Or, 

_ conſidering ſhe had been before robbed of her Gown 
and Stays, how ſhe contrived to keep the Body of 
it free from an equal Degree of Foulneſs? It can- 
not be allowed, that an old Bed-Gown, ſaid to be 
found in a dirty Grate, was a Covering convenient 
to keep her clean. 


 Upwards of four Months from the Date of this 


Girl's Elopement, the Doctor looked for Marks, 


and Scars in her Mouth, to judge whether ſhe had 
undergone a Salivation, as has been ſcandalouſly re- 


Ported : Would it not have been very extraordinary 
if he had found any? Nor is Madam's Chaſtity 
very judiciouſly vindicated by what he and his Fe- 
male Coadjuters, after their repeated and curious 


Examination of her, have certified in her Favour. | 


They do not pretend to be of Opinion, that E/iza- 
beth Canning continued a Virgin, or that ſhe had ne- 
ver been pregnant; but only declare their Belief, that 
ſhe never had a Child *. So vague a Teſtimony 
it is to be feared, will, inſtead of raiſing the Value 
of her ſo much boaſted Reputation, render it ſtill 


more ſuſpected by the reaſonable and unprejudiced 


Part of the Publick. 


Was it to have been expected that a Gentleman 


of fo profound Learfting as Doctor Cox, a Diſpu- 
tant in the Rolin- Hood Society, would have offered 


a Plea ſuitable: only to the Capacities of the moſt BM 


ignorant of the Mob who have patronized the Girl? 
Is it poſſible he could ever think it incumbent on 
choſe, who were of a contrary Faith to himſelf, to 
produce Evidence to prove where, and with whom 


this Wench had concealed her! elf; ? His own Ob- 


ſervation concerning the unaccountable Conduct 


; * Supra 29, 
of 


4 
„ 


"For 
wh 


CE: 
of the imagined Rolle: may ſerve for a full Re- 
ply : For ſuppoſing her to have beſtowed herſelf 
with a Lover, or that ſhe was ſhut up for the Con- 
venience of procuring an Abortion ; either the one 
or the other are Fats in their very Nature obſcure, 
and admit of 70 clearing UP, but by the Parties 
= :bemfeives F. 
= Affdavits taken ex parte before a Juſtice of Peace 
=Z have no Influence in a Court, nor ought they to 
= carry any great Weight with thinking People, ſee- 
ing an open Examination frequently proves their 
2 | Falſchood. It is not impoſſible, it may 10 happen 
= among this Cloud of Witneſſes who have ſworn to 
the Gipſy? s Identity, and Reſidence at, or about 
* Frdjfield-I/V/afh.— To theſe will be oppoſed the 
| Teſtimonies of many, who are equally poſitive to 
her being at Aut, and in that Neighbourhood, 
at the Time ſhe is ſuppoſed to be at the former 
Place. And it may be ſubmitted even to the Doctor 
himſelf, who are moſt likely to be in the right, 
thoſe who pretend but to have ſeen her tranſiently 
on the Road, or in Newgate &, or thoſe who have 
intimately known her from thirty to three Years, 
and from thence to the prefent Day? Which have 
the juſteſt Claim to Credit, Perſons living many 
Miles apart, and who can have no Knowledge of, 
or no Communication with each other, but who, 
gnevertheleſs, concur to corroborate the ſame Facts; 
or a Set of People, that, according to all Appear- 
3 ance, have been picked up, meerly to ſerve this 
particular Purpoſe? Picked up, I have ſaid, and 
A there are ſtrong Preſumptions in Favour 4 this 
Opinion; for it is clear, and they know it, that the 
= Giply's alibi Defence could not be a concerted one: 
4 When ſhe was firſt apprehended ſhe inſiſted on the 
5 2 fame, and as they could not but be appriſed, that 


+ ppeal, p. 29. F Supra 3a. 


= . 
= it would be made Uſe of at the Old Bailey, is it to 
be believed, (if they could have found any other) 
they would have relied on a ſingle Teſtimony to 
have diſproved it, and that of a Man ery in- 
different Repute, one 7ohn Iniver: No other was 
produced on the Trial F. | 
The Teſtimonies of the two or three, who pre- 
tend to have ſeen her on the Way in her Return 
Home, prove nothing: The ragged Dreſs might 
have ſuited twenty others in that populous Road, 
which, for the moſt Part, is ſwarming with Beg- A 
gars; nor can their fimple Belief have : any Weight 
with a Jury. And Mr. Benner's Circumſtance of 1 
the Tanner's Dog is far from ſpeaking it in her 
Favour; for when her very good Friend Mr. Robert 
Scarret put her in Mind of the Tanner's Houſe F, 
the Night ſhe is ſaid to have come Home; it is 
aſtoniſhing ſhe ſhould not have recollected fo re- 
markable an Occurrence as the Dog that had fo 1 
grievouſly frightened her. 1 
By the Aſſiſtance only of the two firſt Rules; in 
Arithmetic, Addition, and Subtraction, it is poſſible 
to pervert Words to any Meaning that may be moſt 
agreeable to the Inclinations of the Auditor. Thus, 
thoſe very Words, which, were by Doctor Cox's 


1 Gentlemen, underſtood as Acknowledgements of 
" Guilt in the old Gipſy, were conſidered by others, 

4 and thoſe not a few, who were alſo preſent at the 
| Trial, Proteſtations of her Innocence. For In-“ 


7 
8 


ſtance, Mr. Hickman, by the Addition of thoſe two 
ſmall Particles and ſo *, has rendered thoſe Words 
aſſertory, which, to equally good Judges, appeared 
to have been meant exclamatory, T did? I wiſh 1% 
bad never ſeen her; and Reaſon enough ſure-? 
ly ſhe had to ſay ſo. This Method of Expreſſion 5 
ſeems to have been familiar t to her, for when ſhi 
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C 
was firſt charged with this ſuppoſed Robbery, ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf in a ſimilar Manner. I robbed 


= you, Madam? I never ſaw your Face before in my 


Life. : 8 ; 
- Nothing but a very hardly ſtrained Conſtruction 
can poſſibly infer any Thing like a Confeſſion from 
the Depoſitions of either Mead or Surby d. She 
ſaw a Number of Witneſſes obſtinately determined 
to take away her Life. Mr. Zyon's venerable er- 
ſonage promiſed that he would be believed; ſhe 


had Room to ſuſpect Virtue Hall of greater Par- 


tiality to her Miſtreſe, with whom ſhe had been ſome 
Time acquainted, than to her, who was an entire 
Stranger; and if there mult be a Sacrifice, ſhe there- 
fore expected it would fall to her Share; but that 
ſ1e was no more criminal than Wells, that is to ſay, 


they neither of them knew any Thing of the Mat- 


er. | 5 | | 
Nor can more be drawn from the latter of theſe 


= Gentlemgn's additional Teſtimony, than that the 
old Wo | 
trix, as to think {he had been ill uſed ſomewhere: 


an had ſo much Charity for her Proſecu- 


And as to his Belief of Squires being guilty, it is 
of no Conſequence, ſeeing we have the Happineſs 
to live in a Country where it is not cuſtomary to 


hang Folks meerly upon Imagination. 


If the Affidavits of the other Witneſſes on this 
Head are not more convincing, (and it is ſcarce to 
to be doubted, but that the Doctor ſelected thoſe 
he thought moſt weighty) they may be concluded 
good for nothing: This indeed may be learned 


from them, that theſe People were vehement in 
their Wiſhes, and therefore indefatigable in their 
| Pains to procure the Death of an old Wretch, who, 


according to the ordinary Courſe of Nature, could 
not have long to live. . 
* Supra p. 31. N 
11 © 


= 

With Reſpect to the Evidence of Mr. one ; 
a Butcher, as well as Farmer and Grazier, there 
5 be Room to ſuſpect, that either he, or the 

Perſon who drew up his Depoſition, have conſider- 

atcly jubſtrafted from the Converſation that paſſed 

between him and Mother JVells.— Let himiclf be 
aſked, whether her Anſwer to his Enquiry (how 
ſhe could be ſo barbarous to uſe a poor young Girl 
in that Manner) was not to this Effect? It was not 
me, CANNING SAYS, cut her Stays off, it cbas the old 
 Gipy Woman. The Omiſſion of theſe two Words, 
Canning ſays, makes a grext Alteration in the Force 
of this Teſtimony, it entirely ſubverts it: She 
therein told nothing but the Truth; for ſhe was 
not accuſed of this Crime. Further, did not Wells 
immediately afterwards deny to this very Olney, her 
having ever ſeen, or heard of the Girl, till ſhe was 
brought down thither by her Friends? He will 
haidiy refuſe this to be the true State of the Fact, 
or if he ſhould, it can be proved even from himſelf. 


There are alſo ſome Impediments that greatly 4 


withſtand the giving a ready Aſſent to what is ad» 
vanced by the Founder, and the Breeches-maker, 

(p. 32.) What Inducement could Wells poſſibly 
have to make theſe Men the Confidents of a Con- 
feſſion, that might have been employed very much 
to prejudice her on her then approaching Trial? Or 
_ conſidering what Difficulties the Proſecutors la- 
boured under, to ſupport a Caule confeſſedly laden 
with Improbabilities, whereby every corroborating 
Piece of Evidence became the more requiſite z; how 
happened it, that theſe Perſons were not produced at 

the Old Bailey? Teſtimonies ſo poſitive and material 
would, in all Likclihood, have prevented the ſub- 
ſequent Enquiry : If they were at that Time known, 
it is a Negligence incompatible with the reſt of 
their Proceedings: If unknown, theſe Witneſſes were 
* spa p 31. 
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ſtruction that can be urged in their Behalf, is to ſay, 


5 


highly blame · worthy for concealing a Fact, ſo ne- 


ceſſary to the bringing to Juſtice Criminals accuſed 
of ſo unparallelled an Act of Cruelty : 
It is ſuppoſed that the Gipſy, on Account of her 
Age, was not a Subject very likely to ramble ſo far. 
(P. 32.) But let it be remembered, ſhe had been 


accuſtomed to travelling for as many Years as ſhe 


had lived; and though it may be granted ſhe could 
not walk either fb nimble, or ſo far in a Day, as 


when ſhe was forty Years younger; yet Neceſſity 


compelled her to do as well as ſhe was able, as ſhe 
had no other Means of procuring a Subſiſtance; and 


foraſtnuch as not leſs than fourteen Days were 


employed in this Journey, there is no great Im- 
probability in the Matter: But as it is a Fact ready 
to be proved by the ſubſtantial Teſtimonies of ma- 
ny People of Character and Credit, theſe Specula- 
tions about it are needleſs: And as for the Sugge- 
ſtion of there being two Gipſy Women ſo very 
much alike in their Perſons, let this Author's 


Friends produce another, if they think it will be 
of any Service to them; we rely upon only this 


identical one, who was taken at Enfield, and tried 

and condemned for a Crime ſhe could not be guilty 
of, February 23, 1753, at the Old Bailey. 

Can it then be admitted that Doctor Cox has per- 

formed the Buſineſs he profeſſed to undertake *? 

Has he offered any Evidence convincing, or ſatis- 

factory? Has he, or his Fellow-labourers in this ini- 

quitous Service, been able to diſengage this mon- 

ſtrouſly abſurd Story from any of the Difficulties, 
that even in the Beginning oppoſed its being be- 

lieved? Or have they, with all their Sophiſtry, in 
the leaſt diveſted it of its original Badges of Wick 
edneſs and Impoſture: The moſt charitable Con- 


* Appeal, p. 48. 
5 * they 


—— — 
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they have been miſled which, though it may be 


ſome Excuſe for their Conduct, will perhaps be 
thought a Reproach to their Underftanding , The 
Tranlactions in Bow-Sireet, and the Old Bailey, 


ought to be conſidered only as the winding up the 
Plot; from thence they formed their Judgment; ; 
had they attended to the earlier Parts of the Drama, 
they muſt have been of a different Opinion. 


Mr. Fielding ſolemnly declares his firm Perſwa- 


fion, © that very Foul and unjuſtifalle Praktices had 

been uſed in this whole Affair, fince the Trial,“ 
(P. 12.) by thoſe who had eſpouſed the Gipſy; but 
he does not explain how, or by whom.-— 
many ſuch were employed by Canning's Friends is 
manifeſt beyond a Contradiction, as well before, 


That 


and at, as after the Trial: Unwarrantable Practices, 


that a good Cauſe could not ſtand in Need of ; and 
which alone were ſufficient to inſpire a Diffidence 


of this. A Specification of ſome of them ſhall 


put an End to your Impatience, and my Labour. 


In Order to this, it gay not be improper, for the 


Sake of Regularity, to trace the Hiſtory of this 
Proſecution from its Beginning. No ſooner had 
Elizabeth Canning made her Appearance, after four 
Weeks Inviſibility, and had told her lamentable 
Tale, but it was immediately reſolved nothing leſs 
than a human Sacrifice could expiate the Aagitious 
Aſſault upon her immaculate Chaſtity : The Men- 
tion of the Hertfordſbire Road ſoon furniſhed the 
Imagination of her Friends with a ſuitable Notion 
of Mother Wells; ſhe was inſtantly deſtined, and 
to beſpeak the publick Approbation of their Con- 
duct, a Paragraph is diſpatched the very next Day 


to a daily News-Paper, relating what they then 
thought neceſſary to have believed *. 


n a few Days after a more 6 * 


unt was publiſhed, and to give it the greater 


* Appendix, No. 8. 
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Weight, the Names of fix ſubſtantial Tradeſmen 
were affixed to it, who thereby declare their Readi- 


neſs to atteſt the Truth of what it contains *; This 
was induſtriouſly diſperſed throughout every Part 


of the Town, under the Pretence of raiſing Sub- 
ſcriptions to carry on Proſecutions againſt the ſup- 
poſed Offenders. — The whole, or ſuch Parts of the 


Story as were beſt calculated to awaken Compaſſion, 


were almoſt daily repeated, either by Way of News, 
or in Advertiſements T. Nay, they were fo vehe- 
mently aſſiduous, as to diſtribute her printed Caſes 
in the Court, even on the Day of the Trial; 
while on the other Hand, equally earneſt Endea- 
vours were practiſed to animate a general Refent- 
ment againſt the Abuſed through the ſame Chan- 


nelh, Their Induſtry was crowned with Succeſs ; 


for ſuch was the Effect it had on the Mob, that they 
not only prevented ſome of the Witneſfes, who at- 
tended on the Behalf of the Priſoners, from go- 
ing into the Court ||, to deliver their Jeſtimonies; 


2 but they alſo groſly maltreated them, and would 


in all Likelihood have murdered them, had it not 
been for the Interpoſition of ſome Perſons poſſeſſed 
of more Reaſon, and leſs Inhumanity. This Fact, 
ſtrange as it appears, you may rely on for Truth; 
ample Proof of it is ready to be produced. 

Were theſe Practices fair or juſtifiable ? Are they 
conformable to the Rules of Prudence or Equity? 
Surely it may, not unreaſonably, be eſteemed a 
Species of Bribery, and of the worſt Kind: For 
Bribes applied to the Heart, though they affect 


not the Hand, may be compared to a flow Poiſon, 


the more dangerous becauſe it acts imperceptibly. 
Such were the Meaſures purſued previous to the 

Trial; and to them may be aſcribed their boaſted 

Victory, in the Condemnation of two Priſoners. 


* Atpendix, No. 1, + Bid. No.g. & id. No. 10. 
Supra 20. 8 . . 
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Nevertheleſs, two material Poirits yet remained 


to. be attempted; the one was, that Subſcriptions 


ſhould not drop too foon : The other, to intercept 
the old Gipſy's receiving Mercy, in Caſe any one 


ſhould be ſo idly compaſſionate to endeavour pro- 
curing it for her: The News- Papers were ſtill open 
to them, to which they again have Recourſe: The 
Pretences alledged in Favour of the former, are the 
Expences they had already been at; (and indeed it 
was very extraordinary, that a Proſccution, which, 


according to the common Courſe, could not have 
colt more than foity Shillings, ſhould amount to 


more than as many Pounds) for a Reward for the 


Girl, and the obtaining further Sacrifices “. To pre- 
vent the latter, a Man comes, and ſays he has been 


robbed on Norwood Common; it immediately affords WR 
a good Opportunity for an Invective againſt the il 
Gipſies T. — The Convict, a poor, ignorant Wo- 
man, well ſtricken with Years and Infirmitics, la- 


bouring under the Confuſion that neceſſarily muſt 


attend the hearing that tremendous Sentence pro- 


nounced, which was to deprive her of the ſhort 


Space of Life ſhe might otherwiſe have expected 


and perhaps encompaſſed by thoſe who had ſo di- 
Itgently been upon the Watch, on purpole to take 


Hold of any unguarded Expreſſion that might ac- 


cidentally drop from her, (Doctor Cox's Witneſſes 1 
mean) and who might be the ſame Perſons that 


pulled her about, and prevented her ſpeaking $, when 


ſhe might have recollected herſelf better; under all 


theſe. Circumſtances, SHE happened to make ſome 
trifling Miſtakes, (for, when duly conſidered, they 
are more) in the ſeveral Days of the Month on 
which ſhe was at particular Places; ſhe is right as to 


the Days of che an and it will be x proved ſhe 
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really : 


(63) 
really v Was where the afferted. This furniſhes Mat- 
ter for a malevolent Paragraph *. 

Bur while they were thus ſecurely enjoying the 
Fruits of their Triumph in great Tranquility, an 
unexpected Storm hovers over their Heads, by the 
Arrival of ſundry Teſtimonies, tending to confirm 
the old Woman's Innocence; and, as Misfortunes 
ſeldom come ſingly, their principal Evidence ſud- 
denly changes her Mind, and ſolemnly retracts all 


2 | ſhe had before ſworn. omen mult be done to 


divert the the impending Blow, that threatened all 
their paſt Satisfaction and future Proje&s with ab- 
folute Ruin. All Hands are ſet to work, the Ju- 
ſtice is employed in Writing, Mr. Solicitor to look 
out for Witneſſes, and the-more inferior Agents 
to diſperſe private Scandal and perſonal Abuſe - T3 - 
But notwithſtanding all their Contrivances to the 


= contrary, the Gipſy was reſpited for ſix Weeks. 


Theſe Things were tranſacted under the Admini- 
ſtration of Mr. Sali; but whether he voluntarily 
declined, or was din ed for Want of Capacity, 
1s uncertain; however, the Conduct of Affairs ſoon 
after was put into the Hands of one Mr. Jebn Myles. 
This Gentleman had no ſooner taken upon him- 
ſelf the Management, than he thought it incumbent 
on him to exhibit a Specimen of his Qualifications to 
the Publick; whereby they might judge how equal 
he was to the arduous Taſk he had undertaken ; 
and verily, he therein has proved himſelf a Perſon 
thoroughly fit for the dirty Purpoſe he had engaged 
Deeply read in obſolete Acts of Parliament, 
— well verſed in the Rhetorick of Billingſgate, he 
treats, with the moſt abuſive Scurrility, all who 
mal! dare to contradict him, and boldly threatens 
even the Judges, if they ſhould not concur with him 
in Opinion 5. He does not go (ncakingly to work, 


Appendix, No. 13 ＋ Bid. No. 14. $ Lid. No. 15. 
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but confidently advertiſes for Seiden , till he has 


muſtered them by Hundreds: Neverthele!s, if he 
does not take great Care to diſcipline his Regiment of 
Witneſſes very well, they may chance to prove meer 


Bunglers in their Exerciſe at the O Bailey. 


A Proſecution was begun againſt Canning for 


Perjury ; to obviate which, he commences another 


againſt the three Countrymen, who had appeared 


on the late Trial, and baving obtained a Warrant 
from a worthy Alderman, ſuch was his Vigilence, 


that he would entruſt Nobody with the Execution 
of it but himſelf; accordingly, with three Aſſiſt- 
ants well armed, he ſets out in two Poſt Chaiſes 
for Abvatſbury : being arrived. there, two of the 


Men were immediately apprehended, but the pro- 
per Peace- Officer of that Place being unwilling to 


loſe his Neighbours without knowing tor what, de- 
fired to lee "his Warrant; this was denied; and he 
declared himſelf a Meſſenger belonging to * King, 


and that. they were to be examined the next Night 
before his Majeſty, and the Privy Council, From 


hence he conveyed his Priſoners to Dorcheſter, 


where he condeſcended to produce his Authority, 
and humanely permitted them to be carried before 


two Juſtices of the Peace; but though very 22 1 


cient Bail was offered for their Appearance, i: was 
refuſed, either becauſe of his Obſtinacy, or ſome i 
Irregu:arity in the drawing the Warrant: One of 
the Men was indeed diſcharged, there being a Mi- 
ſtake in his Name; the other; one Clarke, was 
ſafely conveyed to London, where he was cloſely 
_ confined, not in any Place appropriated for the 
Reception of Criminals, but in Mr. Myles's own 


Houſe, from Saturday Night till Tueſday Morning, 
not being permitted the "Uſe of Pen or Paper to 


write to a 1 riend, It may perhaps be aſked, what * 


a 
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Motive could they have for theſe irregular Prac- 
tices? The Anſwer is plain, they were in Hopes of 
finding another Yir!ue Hall: They had been tam- 
pering with him on the Road, by endeavouring to 
perſwade him to ſay the Gipſy, who had been con- 
victed, was not the ſame Woman he knew at Ab- 
 botsbury, with Aſſurances, that if he would com- 
ply, nothing ſhould hurt him; for that there were #20 
Siſters* ſo much alike they could not be diſtinguiſhed 
from each other. And during his Abode in Birehin- 
Lane, he was obliged to ſubmit to be viſited by 
- ſeveral of the Girl's Adherents, continually perplex- 
ing him with enſnaring Queſtions, and ſometimes 
treating him with Ill- manners. Another Advantage 
might be hoped from this Proſecution, that they 
ſhould thereby prevent the Teſtimonies of three Per- 
ſons fo dangerous to their Cauſe, and perhaps inti- 
midate others from intermeddling in it. However, 
is it not a melancholy Reflection to think, it ſhould 
be in the Power of any little Attorney, thus arbi- 
trarily to take away the Liberty of the Britifh Sub- 
Jet? This Affair is before a Court, where it is 
not to be doubted but it will be duly enquired into, 
and puniſhed as it deſerves. i 
It was alſo poſſible the old Gipſy might yet have 
a Pardon; the Prevention of which ſeems to have 
been all along laid down as a firſt and favourite 
Principle: Therefore, to oppoſe this as effectually as 
lay in their Power, they again reſort to theit before 1 
experienced Method of throwing out inflammatory 1 
Advertiſements.— To this Purpoſe it 1s ſaid, that 4 
one James Lee was cruelly uſed, only on Account 
of his belonging to one of thoſe Witneſſes that had 
appeared againſt the Gipſy at the Old Bailey, which 
having been repreſented to Mr. Myles, (though not 
till a full Month after the pretended Offence) he in- 
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ſtantly iſſues his Proclamation for the apprehending 
the ſuppoſed Offenders *.— Soon after, we are 
told, the whole Neighbourhood of Enfield was 
threatened with a general Conflagration, meerly 


for the Sake of the ſame Mary Squires. Affidavits 


of this laſt Fact were to be ſeen in the Hands of 


Mr. Mes &; but by whom were they to be feen? 
By none but true Believers; they were judged too 


ſacred to be expoſed to vulgar Eyes. | 
* Tales like theſe ſurely were never before oleraded 
upon the World; ſuch Compoſitions of Fraud and 


Folly as cannot be parallelled by any Thing, but F 


the original, 1ll-concerted Story they are intended 
to ſupport : Yet to theſe, abſurd as they are, a re- 
ligious Obedience was expected ; Reaſun was to be 
fettered by Affidavits, and Judgment was to be 
ſtifled by animating the Paſſions. To theſe it may 


be added, that never did any Subject produce equal 


Torrents of Scandal and Scurrility; without Re— 
ſpect to Character, or Reverence to Dignity, not 
to be convinced, was ſufficient to be abuſed : Such 
Have been the Meaſures theſe People have hitherto 
purſued : Are they not illicit, unjuſt, and arbitrary ? 

But to conclude, you have now, Sir, before you, 
the Subſtance of all that I have either read, or heard 
of, relative to this obſcure Tranſaction: Havel 


not Reaſon for my Infidelity? I am a perfect 
Stranger to all the Parties, having never ſo much 


as ſeen either Canning, or Squires, conſequently I 
_ ought not to be ſuſpected of any Partiality. The 
above Reflections are not meant to prejudice either, 
: they are only what unavoidably occurred to me 


from the very Nature of the Caſe. If they give 


_ you any Satisfaction, or make you forget the Gout 
for half an Hour, it will be an ample Recompence, 
and ts the higheſt Pleaſure to, Sir, 

Your moſs obliged bumble Servant, 
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The CASE of Elizabeth Canning. 


£& £1ZABETH CANNING, Servant to Mr. Lyon in 
— Aldermanbury, had Leave given her to go and ſee her 
Uncle and Aunt on the firſt Day of Fanuary laſt. As ſhe was 
returning Home in the Evening of the ſame Day, ſhe was ſeized 
by two laſty Fellows in Moorfieldt, directly at the Gates of 
Beth1:hem Hoſpital : After they had rifled her Pockets, they 
took her into the middle Walk of the ſaid Fields, where they 
tripped her of her Gown, Apron, Hat, &c. She crying out 


= recovered, ſhe found herſelf in an open Road between the two 
"= Robbers, who ſoon convey'd her to a Houſe, in which ſhe ſaw an 
= old Woman and two young ones. The old Woman told her, 
if ſhe would do as they did, (which was whoring and thieving) 
me ſhould want for nothing: But, upon her Refuſal, the old 
Y Woman cut off her Stays, and then forced her up a Pair of 
Stairs, with horrid Imprecations, and threatning to cut her 
22 Throat if ſhe made the leaſt Noiſe. She was then confined in 
1 * Room, and had only a ſmall Quantity of Bread and 
| ter to ſupport her, and a little Hay to lie on. On the 
2 2gth of January ſhe eſcaped, by making a Hole in the Boards 
of the Window, about four o'Clock in the Afternoon, and 
came to her Mother's Houſe, about ten at Night, in a moſt 
miſerable Condition. | | 


vs | Wheny this unhappy young Woman was aſked where fhe 
had been, fe could give no other Account than that ſhe had been 
= confined in a Houſe on the Hertfordſhire Road, which ſhe knew, 
Fo by ſeeing the Coachman who drove her Miſtreſs into that 
County paſs by, through a Hole of the Window, = _ 
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Murder! one of the Fellows ſtruck her on the right Temple, 
which immediately deprived her of her Senſes. When ſhe 
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The Houſe of that netorious Woman, well known by the 
Name of Mother Vell, between Enji/a-Waſh and Waltham- 
Croſs, was immediately ſaſpected; and from many Circumſtan- 
ces, appears to be the diſmal Priſon of this unhappy Sufferer, 
whoſe melancholy Situation, ſince her miraculous Eſcape, 7s 
eworthy the Compaſſion and charitable Contributions of all publick- 


ſpirited People, and every one who has any Regard for the Safety 


of their o Children and Relations, who are equally liable to 
the ſame inhuman and cruel Uſage, as the before-mentioned 
young Perſon ; who, ſince her Eſcape from the Houſe of that 


Moniter of a Woman, has been in a moſt deplorable Con- | 


dition; the whole Courſe of Nature having, as it were, been 
put out of its uſual Action; ſhe has, through her uncommon 
and cruel Uſage, been deprived of the natural Effects of Food, 
nothing having paſſed through her, ſince being firſt hurried 
away in the Manner before- mentioned, but by the Art and 
indefatigable Pains of the Phyſician and Apothecary who at- 


tended her, till the 7% of February, when ſhe had an pla 


Evacuation. All theſe Circumſtances being duly conſidere 
it is not doubted but 4 Subſcription, or Contribution, will on 
be raiſed, to enable the Perſons who have undertaken 70 detect 
this notorious Gang, to proſecute their good Intention with the 


utmoſt Vigour, as ſuch a Neſt of Villains is of the greateſt 
Danger to the Safety of all his Majeſty's good Subjects. 


The Truth of the above mentioned Facts, we whoſe Names 

are under written, (Inhabitants in and about 4/dermanbury 
Paſtern, who have known the above Elizabeth Canning from 
her Birth, to have always been a very ſober, honeſt and in- 
duſtrious Girl are ready to atteſt. _ a 


Francis Roberts. 
Thomas Miles. 
Fobn Marſhall. 
Robert Gerrard, 
Faſper Brydon, 
Thomas King, 


_ Caſes may be had gratis, and Donations arc taken in at the 
Royal. Exchange Goffee- Houſe in Threadneedle-Street, at HMMad's 
Coffee- Houſe in Lombard-Street; at St. Dunſtan's Coffee- 
Houſe in Fleet-Street ; at Mr. Say's, Printer, in Newgete- 

Street; and at Mr. Francis Rober:ts's in Aldermanbury. who 

is appointed Treaſurer for carrying on the Proſecutions. 
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To all Conſtables, and other His Majeſty's 
3 Officers of the Peace, whom theſe may 
ej Concern. | We: 


London, JF HESE are, in His Majeſty's Name, to com- 
to wit. c mand you, and every of you, upon Sight hereof, 
to take and bring before me, or ſome other of His 
> Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid City and Liberties, 
XZ the Body of a Perſon that goes by the Name of Mother Wells, and 
ves at Endfiild Waſh, in the County of Middleſex, of whom you 
ſhall have Notice, to anſwer to all ſuch Matters and Things, as 
on His Majeſty's Behalf ſhall be objected againſt her by Elixa- 
heth Canning, for violently aſſaulting her, and ſtripping her of 
a Pair of Stays, Value 205. and upwards, her Property, after- 
wards forcibly detaining her in a Room in her Houſe, and 
there keeping her with Bread and Water, for upwards of three 
Weeks, from whence ſhe made her Eſcape, as Oath hath 
been made thereof before me. Hereof fail not at your Peril. 
Given under my Hand and Seal, thi 
in the Year of our Lord 1753. 


THO; CHITTY. 


20 all Conſtables, Headborougbs, and other 
His Majeſty's Officers of the Peace for the 

ſaid County, whom theſe may Concern, 
Middleſex, JF ET the within Warrant be executed in this 
to wit. County, if the within deſcribed Perſon, who 


| goes by the Name of Mother Wells, be found therein. Given 
under my Hand and Seal, this 3 iſt Day of Zanuary, 1753. 


WILLIAM WITHERS. 


| February 1, 1753. 


to Bridewell, | 
of ERK TYSHMAKER 


| Middle- 


s thirty-fuſt Day Fanuary, 


S Mary Squires to New-Prifon, and Szſanna Wells 
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Middleſex The IxroRMAT ION of Elizabetli 


anning of Aldermanbury Poſtern, Lon- 
don, Spinſter, taken upon Oath, this 7th 


Day of February, in ihe Year of our 


Lord 1753, before Henry Fielding, Eq; 
one of His Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace 
for the County of Middleſex, 


HIS Informant, upon her Oath, ſaith, That on Monday, 


the Firſt Day of Fanuary laſt paſt, ſhe, this Informant, 


went to ſee her Uncle and Aunt, who live at Sa/:perre Bank, 
near Ro/emary-Lane, in the County of Middleſcæx, and continued 
with them until the Evening; and faith, That upon her Return 

Home, about Half an Hour after Nine, being oppoſite Beth/c- 
hem-gate in Moorfeelds, ſhe, this Informant, was ſeized by two 
Men {whoſe Names are unknown to. her, this Informant) who 
both had &rowrn Bob-abigs on, ard drab-coliured Great-coats ; one 
of whom held her, this informant, whiltt the other, feloniouſſy 
and violently, took from her one Shaving Hat, one Stuff Gown, 
and one Linen Apron, which ſhe had on; and alſo, Half a 
Guinea in Gold, and Three Shillings in Silver; and then he 
that held her theatened to do for this Informant. And this 
Informant ſaith, That, immediately after, they, the ſame two 
Men, violently took hold of her, and dragged her up into the 
Gravel-walk that leads down to the ſaid Gate, and about the 
Middle thereof, he, the ſaid Man, that firſt held her, gave 
her, with his Fift,,a very violent Blow upon the right Temple, 


which threw her into a Fit, and deprived her of her Senſes, : 


(which Fits, ſhe, this Informant, ſaith ſhe is accuſtomed and 


ſubject to, upon being frighted, and that they often continue 


for ſix or ſeven Hours.) And this Informant ſaith, That when 
ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe perceived that ſhe was carrying along 
by the ſame two Men, in a large Road-way : And faith, That 
in a little Time after, ſhe was ſo recovered ſhe was able to 
walk alone; however they continued to pull her along, which 
ſtill ſo intimidated and frighted her, that ſhe durſt not call out 
for Aſſiſtance, or ſpeak to them. And this Informant ſaith, 
That in about half an Hour after ſhe had ſo recovered herle!t, 


they, the ſaid two Men, carried her, this Informant, into a 


Houſe, (which, as ſhe, this Informant, heard from ſome of 
them, was about Four e'Clock in the Morning, and which 


Houſe, as ſhe, this Informant, hath ſince heard and believes, 
is ſituate at Enf/7-waſh, in the County of Midaliſiæ, and is 


repu-⸗ 
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2 reputed to be a very bad and diſorderly Bawdy-houſe, and 


occupied by one — Wells, Widow) and there this Infor- 
mant ſaw, in the Kitchen, an old Gipſy Woman, and two 
young Women, whoſe Names were unknown to this Informant ; 
but the Name of one of them this Informant hath ſince heard, 
and believes is Vertue Hall; and faith, That the iaid old Gipſy 
Woman took hold of this Informant's Hand, and promiſed to 
give her fine Cloaths if ſhe would go their Way; (meaning, 


L as this Informant underſtood, to become a Proftitute) which 


this Informant refuſing to do, ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy Woman, 
took a Knife out of a Drawer, and cut the Lace of the Stays 
of her, this Informant, and took the ſaid Stays away from her; 


and one of the ſaid Men took off her Cap, and then the ſaid 


two Men went away with it, and ſhe, this Informant, hath 


never fince ſeen any of her Things. And this Informant ſaith, 


That ſoon after they were gone, (which ſhe, this Informant, 
believes was about Five in the Morning) ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy 


Woman, forced her, this Informant, up an old Pair of Stairs, 
and puſhed her into a back Room like a Hay-loft, without an 


Furniture whatſoever in the ſame, and there locked her, this 
Informant, up, threatening her, this Informant, that if ſhe 
made the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy 
Woman, would cut her Throat, and then ſhe went away. 
And this Informant ſaith, That when it grew light, upon her 
looking round to ſee in what a diſmal Place ſhe was, ſhe, this 
Informant, diſcovered a large Black Jug, with the Neck much 
broken, wherein was ſome Water; and upon the Floor ſeveral 
Pieces of Bread, near in Quantity to a Quartern Loaf, and a 
ſmall Parcel of Hay: And ſaith, That ſhe continued in this 
Room, or Place, from the ſaid Tacſday Morning, the ſecond 
Day of Fanuary, until about Half-an-hour after Four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the twenty-ninth Day of the 


ſame Month of January, without having, or receiving, any 


other Suſtenance, or Proviſion, than the ſaid Bread and Water 
(except a ſmall Minced-pye, which ſhe, this Informant, had 
in her Pocket) or any Thing to lie on, other than the ſaid 
Hay ; and without any Perſon, or Perſons, coming to her, 


altho' ſhe often heard the Name of Mrs. and Mother Felle 


called upon, whom ſhe underſtood was the Miftreſs of the 
Houſe. And this Informant ſaith, That on Friday, the twenty- 


fixth Day of January laſt paſt, ſhe, this Informant, had con- 


ſumed all the aforeſaid Bread and Water, and continued with- 
out having any Thing to eat, or drink, until the Monday fol- 
lowing, when ſhe, this Informant, being almoft famiſhed with 
Hunger, and ſtarved with Cold, and almoſt naked during the 
whole Time of her Confinement, about Half-an-hour after 
Four in the Afternoon of the ſaid twenty-ninth Day of Fanuary, 
broke out at a Window of the ſaid Room, or Place, and got 
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to her Friends in London, about a Quarter after Ten the ſame 
Night, in a moſt weak, miſerable Condition, being very near 
ſtarved to Death. And this Informant ſaith, That ſhe ever 
fince hath been, and now is, in a very weak and declining 
State and Condition of Health, and althe' all poſſible Care 
and Aſſiſtance is given to her, yet whatever ſmall] Nutriment 
the, this Informant, is able to take, the ſame receives no 
Paſſage through her, but what is forced by the Apothecary's 
Aſſiſtance and Medicines. Es | : 


Saworn before me, | „ The Med of 


» 


HI. FIELDING. 


this 7th of Feb. 7 E C | 
„ . Elizabeth Canning. 


5 e | 
" Publick Advertiſer, Saturday, Feb. 10, 1753. 


N Meareſday laſt, at the earneſt Deſire of the Proſecutor, 
| Mr. Juſtice Fielding undertook to examine into the Rob- 
| bery of the Girl, who, in the Beginning of Farary laſt, after 
having been robbed in Moor fields, was carried by two Men to 
a Houſe in Ezfeld- I aH, where ſhe was ftript of her Stays, 
and then confined in a miſerable Room near a Month, with no 


other Suſtenance than a Quartern Loaf and a Pitcher of Water. 


On Thurſday Evening a Girl who lived in the Houte, and who 
was apprehended by a Warrant from the Juſtice, was brought 
before him, and was under Examination from Six *till Twelve 
at Night; when, after many hard Struggles and ſtout Denials 
of the Truth, ſhe, at length, confeſſed the Whole; by which 


Means it is not doubted but that all the Actors of that cruel 


Scene will be brought to the Fate they deſerve. 

” No. 5. 
Gazetteer, Saturday, Feb. 10, 1753. 
12 Thurſday Vertue Hall. a Servant to Mrs. Wells, who 
| kept a Houle of ill Fame near Fnfield-Waſh, was taken 
into Cuſtody by Virtue of a Warrant from Juſtice Fielaing, and 
brought before thi: ſaid Magiſtrate, and, after a very ſtrict Ex- 
amination, ſhe acknowledged that Elizabeth Canning, a young 
Woman, who was Servant to Mr. Lyon, a Carpenter in Alaer- 

| | | | manbury, 
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rianbury, and who had been robbed by two Fellows in Moor- 


fields about ten o'Ctock in the Evening laſt New Year's Day, 
was afterwards brought to Mrs, Wellt's Houſe, and confined 
there near a Month, and that ſeveral Menaces were made uic 
of to introduce her to become a common Proſtitute, but char 
ſhe would not comply with their Rægueſt. After ſo long Con- 
finement,. the ſaid E/izabeth Canning took an Opportunity of 
pulling down ſome Boards, which were nailed before the Win- 
dows, and by that Means ſhe made her Eſcape, and came in a 
very miſerable naked Condition, and almoſt deprived of her 
Senſes, to her Mother, a poor Widow, who lives in Alder man- 
bury Poſtern. Soon afterwards (proper Care being taken of 
her) ſhe was capable of giving a particular Account of the 
ſeveral Hardſhips ſhe had undergone during her miſerable Con- 
finement, whereupon her Matter, and ſeveral of the Neigh- 
bours, who had known her from her Intancy, (by her Direc- 


1 tion) went to the ſaid Houſe, and apprehended Mrs. Wells 


and ſeveral others, whom they found in the Houſe, and car- 
ried them before Juilice Ty/hemaker of Edmonton, who com- 
mitted Mrs. Wells, and another old Woman (called a Gipſy) 
to Priſon. The ſaid Virtue Hall was committed to the Gate- 
houſe by Juſtice Fielding, but ſhe is admitted to be an Evidence 
in the Affair, and, among others, ſhe has impeached a Son of 
the Gipſy, as one of the Perſons that robb'd and cruelly treated 
the ſaid Elixabeth Canning. 295 8 | 


No. 6. 


Middleſex. j be InroRMATION of Virtue Hall, 


late of the Pariſh of Enfield, in the 
County of Middleſex, Spinſter, taken upon 
Oath this 13th Day of February 1753, 

before me, Henry Fielding, E/q; one of 
His Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace for 
the County of Middleſex. FR 


2-29 S Informant upon her Oath ſaith, That on Tue/day 
the ſecond Day of January laſt paſt, about four of the 
Clock in the Morning, a young Woman, whoſe Name this 

Traben Canning, was brought 
(without any Gown, IIa, or Apron on) to the Houſe of one 
Suſannah Wells, of Enfield Waſh, inthe County aforeſaid, Widow, 
by two Men, the Name of one of whom is Fohn Squires, the 
reputed Son of one Mary Squires, an old Gipſy Woman, Who 


then, and ſome little time before, had lodged at the Houſe 
of the ſaid Sy/anzah Wili, but the Name of the other of the 


ſaid 


5 V 
ſaid two Men this Informant knows not, ſhe this Informant 
never having ſeen him before or ſince to the beſt of her Know- 


ledge. And this Informant ſaith, That when ſhe the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning was brought into the Kitchen of tie ſaid 


Wellis Houſe, there were preſent the ſaid Mary Squires, Jobn 
Squires, the Man unknown, Katharine Squires, the reputed 
' Paughter of the ſaid Mary Squires, and this Informant; and 
„this . not recollect that any one elſe was in the 

ſaid Kitchen at that Time: And ſaith, That immediately upon 
her the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's being brought in, the ſaid 

John Squires ſaid, © Here Mother, take this Girl," or uſed Words 
to that Effect; and ſhe the faid Mary Squires aſked him where 
they had brought her from? and 7, ſaid from Moor fields, 


and told his iaid Mother that they had taken her Gown, * 


Apron, Hat, and half a Guinea from her, to the beſt of this 
Informant's Recollection and Belief: Whereupon ſhe the ſaid 


Mary Squires took hold of the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's Hand, 


and aſked her it ſhe would go their Way, or Words to that 
Effect; and upon the ſaid EVA, Canning's anſwering no, 
ſhe the ſaid Mar Squires took a Knife out of the Drawer of the 
Dreſſer in the Kitchen, and therewith cut the Lace of the ſaid 
Elizabith Canning's Stays, and took the ſaid Stays away from 
her, and hung them on the Back of a Chair, and the ſaid Man 
unknown took the Cap off the ſaid Elizabeth Cannings Head, 
and then he, with the ſaid John Squires, went out of Doors 
with it And this Informant faith, That quickly after they 
were gone, ſhe the iaid Mary Squires puſhed the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning along the Kitchen, towards and up a Pair of Stairs 
leading into a large Back-room like a Loft, called the Work- 
ſhop, where there was ſome Hay; and whilſt ſhe the ſaid 
Mary Squires was ſo puſhing her the ſaid Elizabeth Canning 
towards the Stairs, ſhe the ſaid Suſannah Wells came into the 
Kitchen, and aſked the ſaid Mary Squires what ſhe was going 
to puſh the Girl up Stairs for, or Words to that Effect, and 
to the beſt of this Informant's Recollection and Belief the ſaid 
Mary Squires anſwered, What is that to you? You have no 


Buſineſs with it,“ W hereupon the ſaid Suſannah Wells directly 


went out of the Kitchen into an oppoſite Room, called the Par- 
lour, from whence ſhe came, as this Informant believes. And 
this Informant ſaith, That the ſaid Mary Squires forced the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning up Stairs into the ſaid Workſhop, and buttoned 
the Door at the Bottom of the Stairs in the Kitchen upon her, 
and confined her there. And this Informant ſaith, That about 
two Hours after a Quantity of Water, in an old broken mouthed 
large black Jug, was carried up the ſaid Stairs, and put down 
upon the Floor of the ſaid Workſhop at the Top of the Stairs, 
to the. beſt of this Informant's Recolle&ion and Belief. And 

this Informant ſaith, That ſoon after the ſaid £/;zabeth Canning 
Sos | : Was 
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was ſo put into the ſaid Workſhop, and the ſaid Suſannah Nelli 
was returned into the Parlour, the ſaid John Squires returned 
again into the Kitchen, and took the Stays from off the Chair, 


and went away with the ſame, and in about an Hour's time 
returned, and went into the Parlour with the ſaid Su/annah Wells, 
He the ſaid Fohn Squires came again into the Kitchen, and 


then this Informant went into the Parlour to the ſaid Su/annah 


Melli, and the ſaid Suſannah Wells there ſaid to this Informant 
Virtue, the Gipſy-Man (meaning the ſaid John Squires) has 
been telling me that his Mother had cut the Girl's (meaning 
the ſaid Eligabetb Canning's) Stays off her Back, and that he 
has got them; and further ſaid, I defire you will not make a 

1 of it, for fear it ſnould be blown, or uſed Words to 
that or the like Effect. And this Informant ſaith, That from 
the Time of the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's being ſo confined in 
the Morning of the ſaid ſecond Day of Fanuary, in manner as 
aforeſaid, ſhe the ſaid EI zabeth Canning was not miſſed, or 
diſcovered to have eſcaped out of the ſaid Workſhop until 


Wedneſday the 31ſt Day of the ſame Month of January, as ſhe 


this Informant verily believes; for that, to the beſt of this In- 
formant's Recolle&ion and Belief, ſhe was the Perſon that firſt 
miſſed the ſaid E/izabeth Canning thereout. And this Infor- 
mant ſaith, That the ſaid Szſannab Wells harboured and con- 


tinued the ſaid Mary Squires in her aforeſaid Houſe, from the 


Time of the ſaid Mary 9quires's robbing the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning of her Stays, until Murſday the firſt Day of February 


_ laſt paſt, when the ſaid Su/annah Wells, Sarah her Daughter, 


Mary Squires, Fohn Squires, his two Siſters Katharine and Mary 
Squires, Fortune Natus, and Sarah his Wife, and this Informant, 
were apprehended on account thereof, and, carried before 
Juſtice Tybemaker. And this Informant ſaith, That Fortune 
Natus and Sarah his Wife, to the beſt of this Informant's Re- 
collection and Belief, have lodged in the Houſe of the ſaid 
Suſannah Wells about eleven Weeks next before Monday the 


fifth Day of February Inftant, and layed on a Bed of Hay 
ſpread in the Kitchen at Night, which was in the Day-time 

Puſhed up in a Corner thereof, and continued lying there, 
When at Home, until 7h4ar/Zay the ſaid firſt Day of February, 


when before the ſaid Mr. Tyhemaker, all, except the ſaid 
Suſannah Well: and Mary Squires, were diſcharged, and then 
that Evening the ſaid Fortune Natus and Sarah his Wife laid 
up in the ſaid Workſhop where the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had 
been confined; ſo that, as this Informant underſtood, it might 
be pretended that they had lain in the ſaid Workſhop for all 
the Time they had lodged in the ſaid S»/annah Wells Houle. 
And ſaith, That on the Day on which it was diſcovered that 
the ſaid E/izabeth Canning had made her Eſcape out of the ſaid 


Workſhop, by breaking down ſome Boards ſlightly affuxed 
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a croſs the Window. place, the ſaid Sarah. Daughter of the ſaid 


Suſannah Wells, nailed up the ſaid Window-place again with 


> Boards, ſo that the ſaid Window-place might not appear to 


have been broke open. And laſtly, this Informant ſaith, That 
ſhe, this Informant, hath lived with the ſaid SuJamnab Wells 
2bout a Quarter of a Year laſt paſt, and well knows that the 
ſaid Saſaunab Fells, during that Time, hath kept a very noto- 
rious ill governed and diforderly Houſe, and has had the 
Character of doing ſo for many Years pail ; and that the ſaid 


of 


the faid Elizabeth Canning 


Suſannah Wells well knew and was privy to the Confinement of 


Sworn before me, x: . 
| this 14th of Fe- N Niue ＋ Hall. 
bruary 1753. | Mark. 


H. FIELDING. 
15. 
February 15h, 1753. 
XX HE REAS on Monday the firſt Day of Januar) laſt, 


about half an Hour after Nine in the Evening, one EI. 


zaveth Canning, a young Girl about the Age of Eighteen, whoſe 
Mother lives at Alder manbury- Poſtern, London, was, oppoſite to 
Bethlehem gate, in Moorfields, robbed of a white Shaving Har, 


a. Stuff Gown of a purple Colour, ſhot with yellow, a white Linen 
Apron and Handkerchief, Half a Guinea in Gold, and three 
Shiilings in Silver, by two tall, ſtrong made Men, each of them | 


having on a light-coloured Drab Great-coat, with large inſide 
Pockets, and brown Bob-wigs; after which, one of the two ſaid 


Men gave her a violent Blow on the right Temple, and ſtunned 
her, and flung her into a Fit, which ſh2 by any Fright is much 


ſubject to, and about four the next Morning conveyed her to the 
Houſe of Svuſanunab Melli, Widow, at Enfield-waſh, in the Coun- 
ty of Midaleſen, who has the Character of being a moſt notori- 


_ ous old Bawd, and for many Years hath lived and kept a Houſe 


there for the Reception of the worſt of People ; (the Name of 
one of the two ſaid Men is John Squires, a Gipſey- man, the re- 
puted Son of Mary Squires, an old Gipſev-woman, then lodg- 
ing at the ſaid Yes Houſe, but the Name of the other Man is 
at preſent unknown ) and there the ſaid Mary Squires robbed the 
Girl of her Stays, and then in a miſerable naked Condition, be- 


cauſe ſhe would not become a common Proſtitute, confined her 
ia an old back Room, or Loft, belonging to the ſaid Houſe, with 


ſome Hay therein, for Twenty-eight Days, (without any other 


| Suſtenance than about four or five Quarts of Water, and ſome 
tale broken Bread, in Quantity about a Quartern Loaf,) and 
5 5 | 5 until 
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CHEF 
until ſhe ventured to make her Eſcape thereout, and come Home 
_ almoſt ſtarved and famiſhed to Death, but is likely to recover, 
great Care having been taken of her. | By 
Whoever will take and apprehend the ſaid two Men, or ei- 
ther of them, ſo that they or either of them may be brought to 
Juſtice, ſhall have a Reward of Ten Pounds on the Conviction 
of either of them, or Twenty Pounds on the Conviction of both; 
to be paid by us whoſe Names are underwritten, over and above 
all other Rewards given for the apprehendin 
ighwaymen and Street Robbers. 


"FRANCIS ROBERTS, of 
EDW. LYON, o 


victing of H i 
| Alder manbury, 


Wells and th 


And whereas the ſeveral 


the poor Girl as a Recom 
na gone through, 


g, taking, and con- 


EO f Aldermanbury, the Girl's Maſter. 
Note, That one of the young Women kept by Suſannah Wells 
has made an Information of the whole Affair before Mr. Juſtice 
Fielding, and is admitted an Evidence, and the ſaid Suſannah 
e old Gipſy-woman are taken and committed to 


| Proſecutions that are carrying on 
againſt the many Perſons concerned in the above Offences will be 
expenſive, every Perſon inclined to aſſiſt in ſo laudable an Un- 
dertaking, as an Encouragement to Virtue, are deſired to ſend 
their Subſcriptions to the aforeſaid Mr. FRANCIS ROBERTS. 
Donations for carrying on the Proſecutions againſt the Perſons 
who robbed, and cruelly uſed E/zzabeth Canning, are continued 
to be taken in at the following Places, wiz. The Royal Exchange 
Coffee bouſe, in Threadneedle-ſtreet ; at Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, in 
Lambard-ſireet ; at St. Dunſtan's Coffee-houſe, in Fleet-ftreet ; at 
Mr. Say's, Printer, in Neaugate-ſtreet; and at Mr. Francis Ro- 
berts's in Aldermanbury-Poftern, who is appointed Treaſurer 
for carrying on the Proſecutions. 
That any Zum, ever ſo ſmall, would be 
be either applied to the carrying on the Proſecution, or 
pence for her Virtue, and Mi 


very acceptable, and 
en to 


eries ſhe 


London Daily Advertiſer, January 317, 1783. 


N Monday Night, the young Woman who was advertized 
as left in Houn/aitch on New-Year's-day laſt, about Nine in 
the Evening, came Home to her Mother, who lives in Alderman- 
bary-Poftern, and gave the following extraordinary Account of 
her being forced away and detained. | 

She had been at Saltpetre-Bank, near Roſemary-lane, to ſee her 
Uncle and Aunt, who came with her as far as Heun/aitch in her 
Way Home, where ſhe defired them to return. She went from 
thence into Moor fields, by Bethlebem-avall, as the nigheſt Way 
Heme ; there ſhe was met and attacked by two Fellows, 


who 


vulled 


(78) 


| pulled off her Hat and Gown, cut off her Apron, then gagged 


her, and threatened her with bitter Imprecations, if ſhe cried 


out to cut her Throat. They then forcibly carried her to En- 


Feld, to a Houle kept by one Mother Vell, near the Waſh, by 


the ten Mile Stone, which Place they reached about Four 

o'Clock in the Morning. The Fellows leſt her in that Houſe, 
and ſhe has not ſeen them fince. The Woman of the Houſe im- 
mediately cut off her Stays with her own Hand, and with the 
horrideli Execrations forced her into a Room, where ſhe was lc pt 
upon Bread and Water. Ste broke her Wey th cugh a Window 
aſmoſt naked, and in that wretched Condition came Home. She 


left ſeveral unhappy young Women in the Houſe, whoſe Mit- 


8 ſhe has provicencially elcapid. 
No. . 


February 10, 1753. 


H Is Day at Noon may be had gratis, the Caſe of El:- 

| zabeth Canning, at the following Places, vis. I he Royal 
Exchange Coffee-houie, in Threedneedle-firect ; 
houſe, in Lombard. ſtreet; at St. Dur ftan's ode houle, in Fleet- 
Arcet; at Mr. Say s, Printer, in Newgate-ſtreet ; and at Mr. 


Francis Roberts's in Alderminbury- Poftern, who 'is appointed 


Treaſurer for carrying on the Proſecutions. 

Feb. 8, 1753. This Day one YVertue Hall was taken into 
Cuſtody, and made a full Confeſſion of the Whole before the 
Worſhipful Juſt ice Fielding. 

N. B. As the Perſons concerned in the carrying on the Pro- 
ſecution are determined to proceed againſt all the Parties con- 
cerned in this inhuman Act of Bartbarity, they hope the Chari- 


table and the Humane. will chearfully aflift them, by ſending in 


their Donations, ſo as to enable them not only to proſecute the 
Perſons already in Cuſtody, 
the 2 the two Men who robbed the unhappy Girl. 

* The Quantity of Bread and Water aubich Eliuabeth Can- 
ning 4d to Jubfift on, from Jan. the 24. to Jan. the 29th inclu- 
ded, was about the Quantity of a Duartern Loaf, in e ana 
aul Cut, and a Gallun mM Water. 


No. 10, 


K 16, 1753. 


FESTERD AY the notoricus Mother Wells, and Mary 
Squires, an old Gipſy-woman, were examined before the 


Word Juſtice Fielding, concerning the Robbery, and an- 
cemm-n cruel and inhuman Uſage of Elizabeth Canning, and 
| were 


at Lloya's Ceffee- 


but likewiſe to offer a Reward for 


* 
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2 (%1) 
No. 14. 


Pellet Advertiſer, March ug, 
3 JOTWITHSTANDING the many Puffs on the 


Canning flatter themſelves, her Caſe will not be attended with 
ZZ that Intricacy as is inſinuated; and the World in due Time will 
EB be acquainted with a true State of her Caſe, atteſted by Perſons 
i of undoubted Probity, Fortune, and Reputation ; and they will 
likewiſe be informed who the King of the Gipſes is. 


N "38+ 
Gazetteer, April 3. 


- Our Law ſpeaks thus of GIPSIES. 
2 GYPTI ANS ( Epgyptiani ) commonly called Grp/ies, are, 
by our Laws and Statutes, a counterfeit Kind of Rogues, 
5 who, diſguiſing themſelves in ſtrange Habits, ſmearing their 
Faces and Bodies, and framing to themſelves a canting un- 
known Language, wander up and down, under Pretence of tel- 


ling Fortunes, curing Diſeaſes, and ſuch like, abuſe the igno- 


rant common People, by ſtealing and pilfering every Thin 
from them that is not too heavy for their Carriage, and whic 
they may go off with undiſcovered : There are ſeveral Statutes 
for ſuppreſſing thoſe Impoſtors, viz. - 

I. Stat. 22d H. 8. cap. 10. ſe& 2. Outlandiſh People, calling 
themſelves Egyptians, uſing no Craft nor Feat of Merchandize, 
and going from Place to Place, in Companies, deceiving the 
People, bearing them in Hand that they by Palmeſtry can tell 
Fortunes, and committing Felonies and Robberies, ſhall not 
be ſuffered to come within this Realm; and if they do, they 
mall forfeit to the King all their Goods, and be commanded to 
avoid the Realm within Fifteen Days, upon Pain of Impriſon- 

ment; and it ſhall be lawful to every Sheriff, Juſtice of Peace 
and Eſcheator, to ſeize to the Uſe of the King all ſuch Goods 


quer. | | | | 

: SeR. 4. If any Juſtice of Peace, Sheriff, or Eſcheator, ſeize 
the Goods of any ſuch ZFeyptian, every ſuch Juſtice, &c. ſhall 
have to his own Uſe the Moiety of all ſuch Goods. 

Stat. 1 and 2 Philip and Mary, cap. 4. ſe&. 2. If any Peron 
willing to bring into this Realm any ſuch Perſons calling them- 
ſelves, or commonly called Egyptians, he ſhall forfeit 40 J. 
Sect. 3. If any of the ſaid Perſons called Egyptians, which ſhall 


be conveyed into this Realm, remain within the ſame one 


other Side of the Queſtion, the Friends of Z1;zabeth 


as they ſhall have, and thereof to make Account in the Exche- 


4 
4 2 "oh * y 
| 1 N a4 
F — 1 P q 
n x" 8 > 


— ne eres, 


ASE 4a 


*. 
; 
Z 
1 
\ - 
"$ 
_— > 
at 
4 
4 
£4 
. 
1 
* 
47 
11 
7? 
=: 
: 
9 
* 4 
* 
$15 
£3 3 
P 
1 
4 
* 
> 388 
X 
91 
Bw” + 
2 of 
17 4 
T7 4 
15 . 
8 ' 4 
- 4 
r 
: 
. 2m 
{V3 
. * 
. 
»” % 
. | 
3189 % 
=” 
. 
1 
4 
22 
4 * 
ws 
2 
+ 
© 
: 
14 
„ 
be = 
1 
FL 
: 
4 1 
FS. 17 : 
WT. 
1 * 
9 9 
3 
F 
$ . 


— 


— 

* o 
— 

— ng > 


462 2 > 2. 
—_— — K 
x4 FEET TSF. u * 4 e r 2 
2 =, — 1 *s 2 
E Wyn wt, es r r e e 
1 | % g 


— ap — i -- 


— a gets = 7 
8 2 


( 82) 


Monch, they ſhall be deemed Felons, and ſuffer Death, Lofs of 


Lands and Goods, as in Caſes of Felony, and ſhall loſe the Be- 
nefit of the Clergy. | 1 | | 


Sect. 6. If any Perſon ſhall ſue for any Paſſports for Fgyftians 


to abide within this Realm contrary to this Act, every Perion ſo 

ſuing ſhall forfeit 40/. and every ſuch Licence ſhall be void. 
Stat. 5. Elix. cap. 20. {c&. 3. Every Perſon which ſhall be 

ſeen in any Company of Vagabonds, commonly called, or cal- 


ling themſelves Egyptian, or diſguiſing themſelves by their 
Apparel, Speech, or Behaviour, like ſuch Vagabonds, and fo 


ſhall continue in the ſame, either at one Time, or at ſeveral 


Times, by the Space of one Month, the ſame Perſon ſhall be 
a Felon, and ſhall ſuffer Death, Lols of Lands and Goods, as 


in Caſes of Felony, and ſhall loſe the Benefit of the Clergy. — 


Look to it E/ſpouſers and Upholders of Gipſies, Fortune-tellers, - 
Impoſtors, Bawds, Whores, Thieves, Robbers, Smugglert, Mui- 


derers, and Plunderers at Shipwrecks, if you credit thoſe the 


World will queſtion yours; take Heed how you get too deep, and 


be but too juſtly ſtigmatized with thoſe Appellations. Remem- 


ber your Honour, Credit, and Reputation are at Stake; if you 


feed yourſelves with Fancies that Might ſhall overcome Right, 
depend on it 'tw:ll not be ſo here; this is a Nation (and happy 


for it) where there are juſt, good, and wholeſome Laws, let 
who will arraign them, in no Part of the Wor'd befides to be 


met with, where our Judges are not afraid of doing Juſtice, and 
/ they don't, there are Council and Lawyers who dare tell them 
of it. | | | „„ 


No. 16. 


JF HERE As there 3 ſcandalous 5 malicious 


Falſhoods raiſed and reported of Elizabeth Canning by 
ſeveral Perſons, particularly by Mr. Hill and his 4eciates (for 


whom this is done, or to anſwer what Purpoſe, it is not eaſy fos 
Perſons, Strangers to the ſecret Springs of their Hearts, to gueſs 
at) thereby impoſing on the Publick, and to the great Injury 


of Canning; I do hereby take upon me to declare, that ſeveral 
Perſons, for the Sake of Juſtice only, are daily informing me of 
_ ſeveral material Circumſtances, ſtii] corroborating her unhappy 


Caſe, and proving her Innocence. in Spite of her Enemies. 


And as it apprehended there are Numbers of other Perſons that 
have not yet been heard of by Canning, or her Friends, who 
know of Matters material and relative to her Cafe, the Favour 


will be greatly acknowledged, if Aa Per/ons will give Ir for ma- 
tron thereof to = | 5 


. 4 Fon MYLES, 


- ow | Attorney, in Birchin- laue. 


No. 


8 2 ; 


52S 


Ee 4 


38 


84 


been bindered from giving their Teſimony on her Behalf: There- 


No. 17. 
% 1 


HEREAS on Tue/day the 20th of laſt Month, as Fames 
Lee, of Turkey-ftreet, Enfield, was returning from London 


to Enfield, about Seven in the Evening, he was met about the 


Middle of a Place called Houndsfie/d, in the Road to Enfield, 


by a tall luſty Man, who was dreſſed in a red Rug Great Coat, 


who came up to the ſaid Lee, and aſked him if his Name was 
John Iniver, who ſwore againſt Mother Wells and the Gipſey; 
upon Which he anſwered no; but the ſaid Man replied, you 
belong to him, and if you had been [niver, I would have mur- 
dered you; and accordingly he fell upon, and beat the ſaid Lee 
over his Head and Face, and kick'd him on ſeveral Parts of 
his Body, and otherwiſe cruelly uſed him, and his Life en- 
dangered ; but upon ſome Perſons comny up, made off, with 
two other Men, who then ſtood at a little Diſtance, a-croſs 
the Fied: towards Edmonton,, In order to bring theſe Villains 
to Juſtice, if any Perſon or Perſons will diſcover any, or either 
of the ſaid Offenders, ſo that he, or they, may be brought to 


Juſtice, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall receive a Reward of Ter 


Pounds, of | 
FOHN MYLES, 
Attorney, in Birchin lane. 
No. 18. 
Friday, May 11. 
HE RE AS on Sunday, the 2 24 of April laſt, in the 


of ſeven or eight, ſtopt near the Houſe of Suſannah Welli, at Eu- 
F*14-Waſh ; and one of the ſaid Perſons publickly declared, that 
if the Gißſch, Mary Squires, ſhould be hanged, they would burr 
all the Peoples Houſes, Barns, and Corn thereabouts; and on 


Monday the 23d of April afterwards, about Eight o Clock in 


the Morning, a tall, luſty, middle-aged Man, in light coloured 


. Cloaths, his Hat flapped, a black Ribbon round the Crown, in- 


Read of a Hat-String, with a ſmall Stick in his Hand, walked 
before the Houle of the ſaid Szſannab Wells, and in like Manner 
publickly zhreatned the Inhabitants with Fire, by Reaſon of 


which 'T'hreats ſeveral of ELIZABETH CANNING's 


Witneſſes, living thereabouts, were greatly terrified, and have 


fore, 
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fore, whoſoever ſhall diſcover both, or either, of the Perſons 


who ſo threatened Fire, ſo as he, or they, may be appre- 
hended, and brought to Juſtice for the ſame, ſhall receive 8 
Reward of Ten Guineas for each Perſon ſo diſcovered, on 


Conviction of that Offencee. To be paid by 
SIG FOHN MYLES, 
Attorney, in Birchin-lane, 


No. 19. 


| Gazetteer, Wedneſday, May 16. 
XN. B. As ſeveral Perſons have doubted the Truth of this 
: Advertiſement, (No. 18) this Notice is given, that 
Afiaavits of the Facts are in my Hands, and may be ſern. 


"Ig EE LS 


The candid Reader is deſired to correct the following Miſtakes. ] 


© 


Page 3, Line 47, for plentiful read copious. Page 4, Line 11. 
Fer thoſe moſt feeble, read thoſe of the moſt feeble. 9 70 


